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S  P  I  K  E 
September  2016 

September Program: Dendrobiums Demystified   

This September, we are lucky to receive 

our guest Ron McHatton from the Ameri-

can Orchid Society.  (Lots of pictures and 

growing tips for the various parts of the 

Dendrobium  family.) (see more on page 3) 

 

Orchids 101 (12:30 p.m.) 

More Questions: What should I do now? 

Marilyn Light has graciously agreed to continue monthly seminars. All 

you wanted to know about what to do after you bought a new orchid or 

what to do if your plants were outdoors this summer.  Bring your ques-

tions!  Do not be shy! (see notes on page 10) 

Guest Vendor 

Eric and Ellen Lee of Crystal Star Nursery.  You can pre-order from their 

website: crystalstarorchids.com 

REMINDER:  RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP THIS MONTH AT THE MEETING! 

www.ottawaorchidsociety.com 

orchidae@storm.ca 

manon.garrett@gmail.com 
 
Past President

jean@hollebone.ca 
 
Secretary 

613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca  

Cana Balay  613-523-6767 
canaby@gmail.com 

André Couture 613-233-7335 
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 

orchidae@storm.ca
 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca
 
Publicity 
Karina Isert  613-729-0175 
k.c.isert@gmail.com 
 

haydonm@rogers.com 
 

Joyce Medcalf 613-659-2760 
jmedcalf@1000island.net  
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President’s Message      

Hi Everyone, 
 
After the long summer months, September has finally come around again 
and that means just one thing – the start of our 2016-2017 season! We 
have a full slate of activities planned for this season with five major out-of-
town speakers, as well as our usual Christmas Social, Auction and, of 
course, our annual Show in April. 
 
For the September meeting we will have a talk on dendrobiums given by 
Ron McHatton from the American Orchid Society. Ron is an excellent 
speaker and this should be of great interest to all of us. In addition, we will 
have Crystal Star Orchids at the meeting with plants for sale, so you will 
have plenty of opportunity to augment your collection.  

 
Thank you to Lynne and Santos for hosting the summer BBQ at their greenhouse. Many of our 
members enjoyed the event both in the greenhouse and outside as you will see from the pictures in 
this publication… and many added to their orchid collections! 
 
Welcome to our new members and I hope you enjoy the meetings and other activities, and welcome 
back to our long-standing members. I hope you and your orchids have been enjoying the warm, 
tropical weather this summer and I am sure we will see lots of beautiful flowering plants on our Show 
Tables in the months to come! 

           Dave Cooper 
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MORE ON OUR SEPTEMBER SPEAKER:  RON MCHATTON 

Ron has been growing orchids for more than 50 years and has an eclectic collection of plants representing a 

wide cross-section of the orchid family. Over the years his private collection has numbered in excess of 

2500 plants; a direct result of no willpower or common sense. A PhD Chemist by training, Ron is currently 

the American Orchid Society’s chief education and science officer responsible for editorial content and lay-

out of the Society’s monthly magazine, Orchids. In addition to his professional position, Ron is an accredit-

ed American Orchid Society judge. Prior to joining the AOS staff, he volunteered for the organization for 

over 25 years, chairing several national committees, twice holding a seat on the organization’s Board of 

Trustees and briefly serving as vice-president. In addition to Ron’s volunteer support of the AOS, he has al-

so been a long-time supporter of the Orchid Digest. In this role, he has served on its Board of Directors and 

Executive Committee for many years and as its President for three consecutive terms.  

PLEASE NOTE:  DINNER WITH RON 

We will be taking Ron McHatton out for dinner on Sunday after the meeting. Anyone who would like to join 

us and talk about orchid culture and other orchid-related things is welcome. A reservation will be made at 

Milestones in the Ikea plaza for 6 p.m. Please let Jean Hollebone know if you wish to attend—email: 

jean@hollebone.ca or phone: 613-226-2395. Deadline for reservations is Wednesday September 14.  

PREPARING PLANTS FOR A SHOW 

Our exhibit co-ordinators really appreciate using your orchids 

to present OOS exhibits at our neighbouring shows.  Please 

help them by preparing your plants for a show as follows. 

1. Put your name on the pot- on the back or underneath.  

2. Put your name and list of plants INSIDE the box AND 

on the OUTSIDE of the box.  

3. Include the parentage of hybrids, if possible.  

4. Ensure the name on the plant tag is spelled correctly.  

5. Pack plants carefully so they are protected from wob-

bling & from the elements during transport.       

6. Stake for transport and for best display, as appropri-

ate.  

7. Clean the foliage - use water or water with a little 

milk. Never use plant shine products.  

8. Remove any damaged/old flowers and leaves.  

9. Check well for bugs! 

ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR ECOS                       

October 15-16, 2016 

Plants for the ECOS show should be dropped off                                        
by evening, THURSDAY October 13 with 
 

Rick Sobkowicz and Margaret Haydon   

13 Sandringham Crt        

Nepean, ON     613-825-0827 

OR  

Janet Johns 
149 St Laurent Blvd  

Ottawa ON    613-749-0614 

 
**Please call Rick or Margaret, or Janet to arrange 
a suitable time for plant drop off! 

I will return them to Rick's house late on Sunday 
evening. 
 
PLEASE, email me, Joyce Medcalf, 
(jmedcalf@1000island.net) BEFORE Wednesday 
night, October 12 with the list of your plants (if 
you have email) - even possible plants, so that I can 
research them for the correct or updated names. I 
must register them online by Thursday October 13. 

NOTE:  Jean Hollebone will be soliciting orchids for 

the COOS Show on September 24-25, 2016  at the 

September meeting. 

mailto:jmedcalf@1000island.net
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OOS UPDATES AND NOTES 

OUR FALL PROGRAM 

October 16: Fred Clarke from Sunset Valley Orchids will be our guest speaker; he is probably one of the 

best speakers on the circuit both for his in-depth knowledge and his good humour. Pre-orders can be made 

using his website http://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com/ 

November 20: Gary Meyer from Hawkhill Orchids will be our speaker on Masdevallias/Draculas. He will 

not be selling plants. Instead, we have secured Laurent Leblond from Le Paradis des Orchidées. Pre-orders 

can be made using his website http://www.leparadisdesorchidees.com/ 

December 18: Our annual Christmas party with our holiday raffle, goodies and orchids.  

ORCHID CULTURE WORKSHOPS 

We have had several requests for both beginner and intermediate classes/workshops on topics of interest.   

The first Beginner’s class will be held at Jean Hollebone's house 1176 Castle Hill Cres Ottawa on Saturday 
October 1 and the topic will be How to care for your supermarket orchid. The class will run 10 a.m. to noon 
and will be limited to 8 people. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet provided at the Member-
ship Table at the September meeting. 

Intermediate classes will be led by society members who have had success growing different kinds of or-
chids. If you are interested in a specific topic, please sign up on the sheet provided at the membership table, 
indicating the topic you would be interested in learning more about. The results will be published in the Oc-
tober Spike. If there is interest from 5 or more people in the same topic, then we will arrange a workshop 
date and find one of our experienced members to lead it. Time, date and location TBA.   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

It is renewal time for OOS memberships at the September meeting. Please bring your cheque payable to the 

Ottawa Orchid Society or cash and give it to our Membership Secretary, Cana Balay. Membership fee is $25 

per person or family group payable to the Membership Secretary Cana Balay at the Membership Table. 

 

 

 

A pleasant get-together before the barbecue (photo by 

Arlene Lang) 

In the greenhouse (photo by Arlene Lang) 

http://www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com/
http://www.leparadisdesorchidees.com/
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2017 Calendar – We Want Your Photographs! 

We know how much our membership enjoys the OOS Calendar each year with reminders of our meetings and Show, 
and the beautiful pictures of orchids.  This year is no exception, and we'd like to try something different.  

This time, we would like to see some pictures taken by you, our members, who are so busy taking photos around the 
Monthly Show Table.  The more pictures we have to choose from, the better the calendar.  The pictures for the calen-
dar will be chosen by a Committee appointed by the Board from those submitted by the membership.  So… get your 
cameras ready, or choose from pictures you have already taken. Here are the requirements. 

1.   Please submit digital images as follows: 

a. high resolution (600 dpi ) suitable for high quality printing at 8.5” x 11” 

b. preferably in landscape format 

c. deadline: September 30, 2016  

d. to Arlene Lang (arlenelang2898@gmail.com) who has kindly consented to coordinate these for us 
for Committee review 

e. include the name/s of the orchids photographed  

2.   There will be no payment for use of the pictures, and if selected, you will be asked to submit a release or give 
written permission for their publication in the calendar. Credit to the photographer will be included in the calen-
dar. Pictures not selected may be considered for future calendars. 

Thank you for making our calendar a yearly event! 

ANNUAL BONSAI EXHIBITION 
 

The Ottawa Bonsai Society will hold its Annual Bonsai Exhibition for 2016 on Saturday, September 17 from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Sunday, September 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Japanese Em-
bassy, 255 Sussex Drive in Ottawa. Come and see the most beautiful bonsai in the Ottawa-Gatineau area. 
Dozens of species of trees, some over 100 years old, will be on display. Learn how almost any tree can be 
transformed into a living sculpture with this ancient art form. Demonstrations between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
both days. Admission is free.  Information: (819) 684-0586.  

LAST CHANCE TO PURCHASE MARIO FERRUSI’S EXCEPTIONAL ORCHIDS  

On September 1, you should have received an email from Cana Balay about the sale of Mario Ferrusi ’s 

plants.  Jean Hollebone was down to assist them September 9 and 10 and brought back pre-ordered plants 

for our members.  Thank you Jean.  The sale continues on September 17 and 18 at the greenhouse (1129 

Cream Street, Fenwick, Ontario, near Niagara Falls) for cash only sales.  However you would have to make 

your own arrangements for transportation. For more information, you can go to the Marsh Hollow website 

or contact Doug and Terry Kennedy from Orchids in our Tropics by email— ourtropics@sympatico.ca 

ORCHIDS FROM PERUFLORA 

From September 10 , you can choose Phragmipedium species and hybrids from our FB page: www.facebook.com/
peruflora.peruvianorchids  

You will get the exact plant that you will choose and you can pick it up during the following Canadian Show: ECOS, 
MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW, October 15–16, 2016, or from there we can post the plant to you with DHL. To order the 
plant(s) you just need to put a comment under the picture you like. Don’t miss this great opportunity. 

mailto:alrenelang2898@gmail.com
http://www.marshhollow.com/
http://www.facebook.com/peruflora.peruvianorchids
http://www.facebook.com/peruflora.peruvianorchids
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REMEMBERING MARIO FERRUSI 

Mario Ferrusi and his family are well-known to members of 

the Ottawa Orchid Society. Mario was past Vice President and 

Trustee of the American Orchid Society, and an accredited 

AOS judge who served as past Chairman of the Toronto Judg-

ing Centre. He was a founding member of the Niagara Region 

Orchid Society and an Honorary Member of the Windsor Or-

chid Society. He served in many capacities with the Southern 

Ontario Orchid Society – as President, past President and 

most recently as Program Chairman. His acumen as an orchid 

grower won him international acclaim and innumerable 

awards. His company, Marsh Hollow, was a fixture at many 

orchid shows. Many of his awarded plants bear the name 

“Marsh Hollow” along with those of his family. Mario was an 

expert on Masdevallias, Odontoglossums, and Lycastes and 

won nearly five hundred AOS awards over thirty years. Sadly, 

Mario passed away on July 30 after an extended battle with 

cancer. On this page, we have gathered some pictures of his 

AOS awarded plants at the Ottawa Orchid Shows over the 

years. All photographs were taken by Michael MacConaill. Our 

deepest condolences go out to his wife, Conni, and the Ferrusi 

family. The Ottawa Orchid Society has made a donation to the 

American Orchid Society in his memory. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 6 

1. April Showers AOS Silver Certificate 2013 

2. Masdevallia coccinea var. alba ‘San Carlos’ CCM/AOS 2012 

3. Lycaste Island of Takatsu ‘Ilia’s Rose’ AM/AOS 2012 

4. Masdevallia Kaleidoscope ‘Easter Glow’ AM/AOS 2014 

5. Coelogyne speciosa ‘Alan Salzman’  CHM/AOS 1998 

6. Masdevallia Malcolm Adams ‘Violicious‘ AM/AOS 2008 
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MEMBER PROFILES:  THE VICE SQUAD 

We are fortunate and blessed to have two members who are each the Vice President of a major umbrella orchid society 
in North America. Marlene Young is the Vice President of the Canadian Orchid Congress. Jean Hollebone is the Vice 
President of the American Orchid Society. I posed several questions to them at the end of the summer to include in our 
newsletter. Both of these ladies are high energy and work tirelessly on behalf of orchid lovers around the world! Please 

give them kudos when you see them this year.        Jan Johns 

Question 1:  What does your organization do, how does it support the OOS and why is it useful to have a VP of your 
organization be a member of the OOS? 

Marlene—Vice President of the Canadian Orchid Congress 

Established in 1988, the Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) is an association of Canadian orchid socie-
ties dedicated to serving the Canadian orchid-growing public. We promote the cultivation of or-
chids through exhibitions, publications and seminars; we support the conservation of orchids and 
excellence in the development and culture of orchids. We have 27 member societies and approxi-
mately 3,000 members from coast to coast. These societies draw more than 20,000 people a year 
to our orchid shows! 

Our educational outreach through social media alone, Orchid Journal, reaches out to 30,000 people around the world 
and engages over 4,000 people every week! We represent the largest non-profit online orchid site in North America. 
The COC provides significant cost reductions on group type insurance required for your society’s operations and the 
liabilities associated with public orchid shows. Our culture sheets are one of the staples of the OOS’ highly popular Or-
chid Doctor booth at your shows for many years and a key asset for new members. Partnerships with the AOS, the 
Smithsonian and L’Orchidophiles in France gives you access to world renowned speakers, educational tools and recogni-
tion on the world stage. 

The work currently being done by the COC includes recorded educational packages for your shows and meetings. The 
COC Educational Pilot Series was set up at your 2016 show and was a resounding success. It will be used across Canada. 
The COC is also working on support and access to fundraising tools for Conservation and online auctions in 2017 that 
will give orchid societies access to credit card processing and the ability to auction items across Canada from orchids to 
TV’s. This will allow societies to accrue much needed funds outside their own membership base. An upcoming Mem-
bers’ Only section (that includes all OOS members) on our website will provide insider information, tips for society ad-
mins and volunteers, shows, roundtable discussions, and much more. We also make available GoToMeeting software 
for your Executive team that provides for online group meetings, custom recorded presentations for your website, as-
sistance for social media projects, show and membership tips by marketing professionals, how to do show displays, a 
YouTube channel, and the list goes on…. An excellent example of assistance to the OOS would be the last show where I 
worked with other members on the Publicity team and brought some of the COC’s recent research results to increase 
your show attendance. Visit our site www.canadianorchidcongress.ca 

Jean—Vice President of the American Orchid Society 

The AOS is a bright, forward-looking organization with over 82,000 members with lots of active 
members doing interesting things. The monthly magazine, Orchids, managed by Ron McHatton, who 
is this month's distinguished speaker at the OOS, has been expanded into a world class magazine 
available as hard or electronic copy which has won several prizes. Orchids Plus, the database used by 
AOS and OOS judges, has been recently revamped along with the website. The awards system was 
brought up-to-date and revitalized.  

Services developed for use by the over 400 member societies include several social media programs for members, a 
Speakers Bureau, free PowerPoint and webinars on orchid topics, and management of the modernized AOS judging sys-
tem which trains judges, runs shows, and grants those coveted awards. There is an active research and conservation 
program which manages grants many of which are used to support research in countries outside the USA. Manitoba is a 
current recipient for research on the small white ladies slipper, Cypripedium candidum, an endangered species. 

Visit our site www.aos.org 

http://canadianorchidcongress.ca/
http://www.aos.org/
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MEMBER PROFILES:  THE VICE SQUAD (CONTINUED) 

Question 2:  What is your role as Vice President? Include the best and the worst parts. 

Marlene—VP of COC 

The COC constitution defines it as a support role to the President’s position. I was interim President when Calvin Wong 
took a personal leave last year for several months and I had to manage all of our initiatives. My experience in infor-
mation systems and database management projects gives me the background to tackle new projects for the COC that 
have included webinars, consulting on our new website, defining online auctions, conservation networking, grant re-
search, developing international partnerships with the Smithsonian, France and other European associate membership 
potential. I frequently present marketing, educational and other development strategies to our Board of Directors. I 
have administered the Facebook site, Orchid Journal, from inception to one of the top sites in the world on orchids and 
I established, tutored and continue to maintain security issues on the AOS Facebook site. I enjoy an unofficial partner-
ship and consult with Tom Mirenda, Smithsonian Orchid Curator and AOS columnist, on Canadian Conservation news 
and strategies and maintain a network of key contacts both in research facilities, Botanical Gardens and universities.  

The best:  Seeing new COC projects to fruition and realizing the impact that it makes on our societies in Canada. Help-
ing to put Canadian volunteers and hobbyists on the map! The worst:  Watching a society close its doors for the last 
time or seeing a new one trying to get started and fail.  

Jean—VP of AOS 

The duties of the vice presidents are assigned by the President and mine include negotiating and establishing the sec-
ond phase of the partnership with Fairchild Gardens, writing job descriptions for paid and unpaid positions in the Soci-
ety, and the development of policies and procedures which, once approved by the Trustees, become the working oper-
ational guidelines of the Society. Each Trustee also is responsible for chairing a committee supporting some function in 
the Society. Mine is the Governance Committee responsible for ensuring the bylaws are kept up-to-date and current. 
My fellow VP is a smart, wonderful gal from Texas. She is in charge of modernizing IT needs, marketing and public rela-
tions, development of a program of product endorsement, and management of the annual audit. We work well togeth-
er and meet on an almost daily basis. Ron McHatton, as chief Education Officer and Scientist , is spearheading the de-
velopment of a new Master Orchidist program which is generating a lot of interest and will be offered to members. It is 
based on the Master Gardener program in Canada and the United States. All work for the Society, except for the 6 staff 
positions is voluntary. I put in, on average, 20 hours per week. I enjoy the work and the interesting friends I have made 
from all over the US and Canada and I am constantly learning about orchids which is, to me, exciting.  

(Continued on next page) 

Lynne in the greenhouse (photo by Jan 

Johns) 

A wonderful display in the greenhouse (photo by Arlene 

Lang) 
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MEMBER PROFILES:  THE VICE SQUAD (CONTINUED) 

Question 3: How did you get into this role and what are your next steps? 

Marlene—VP of COC 

I’ve been an orchid hobbyist since before the internet existed and began killing orchids more than 25 years ago! I 
currently belong to 3 societies, Kingston, Ottawa and ECOS in Montreal, and contribute in varying degrees to all of 
them. Non-profit experience includes past Treasurer of a large condo complex and working with the OSPCA. My own 
company also designed software for the rescue orgs. I’m still very active in animal rights in Canada. I was a landscape 
designer in a mid-life career change, a certified floral designer and am currently on the Steering Committee of the 
Ottawa Bonsai Society which exhibits at the Embassy of Japan every fall. My experience also includes several years as 
a student Judge at the Montreal Center and lecturer at Algonquin College on orchid botany.  
 
Peter Poot, past President of the COC, initially approached me to take on social media for the COC many years ago 
and I began using the Orchid Journal Facebook (OJ) site to do COC promotions. OJ was originally developed with An-
dré Lévesque’s support as a communication tool for the Montreal Judging Center and Algonquin Horticultural stu-
dents where I lectured. My goal for the COC was to bring all Canadian societies together on Facebook and share ide-
as. It had never been done before. I’ve accomplished that over the last few years and we interact with all of them. I 
have seen our Facebook site, Orchid Journal, grow to be one of the top respected orchid sites in the world, based on 
our orchid societies contributions, and earning a special invitation to the European Orchid Conference. All of this 
played a role in preparing me for the position along with extensive understanding of orchid societies’ operations in 
Canada. My past collaborations with Calvin Wong (current President of the COC) had also proven very successful and 
I, and others, felt we’d make a great team. In the spring of next year, I am slated to take over as President of the 
COC. I doubt little will change as Calvin and I have had a long standing friendship and a fantastic working relationship 
and the greatest respect for each other. Calvin will stay on as Past President, but rest assured our work is not done. 
We are planning for continued success with a great supportive team. I foresee further growth and prosperity for Ca-
nadian Orchid Societies. Change must happen, it is happening and many are seeing a resurgence of the hobby in a 
changing landscape. Thank you to all of the volunteers and hobbyists out there that make my job worthwhile.  
 
Jean— VP of AOS 

I was asked to tell you a little about my association with the American Orchid Society. I was first invited to become a 
Trustee of the Board of the Society 6 years ago. Mario Ferrusi and Tom Etheridge who has twice been a speaker at 
our Society were my sponsors, having watched the work we were doing at the COC at that time which they thought 
might have some interest and application for the larger American society. It was a very difficult time for the AOS as 
they had had to sell their newly built headquarters, the membership was dissatisfied and falling drastically, an im-
pending lawsuit was looming and day-to-day operational funds were at an all-time low.  

Today, the picture is happily reversed, membership is climbing steadily and is over 8,200 members, a new home and 
partnership has been established with Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, all expenses are carefully controlled, scruti-
nized and within budget and new programs are attracting and exciting members. While it was a bad time, it was also 
a very exciting time for the trustees as we tried to put the AOS back on its feet, and I am proud to say we have suc-
ceeded. 

In my first year as a Trustee, I was just a sponge learning everything I could about the organization and the complex 
interactions within the Society. The next 4 years were spent as AOS secretary and last May I was elected one of two 
Vice Presidents. 
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ORCHIDS 101 – MORE QUESTIONS: WHAT SHOULD I DO NOW? 

September  2016 

©Marilyn H.S. Light 

As orchid growers, beginner and experienced alike, we all at some time become puzzled with the behaviour of a plant. New kinds of orchids and 
hybrids can be equally challenging to beginners and advanced growers. Individual plants, even if of the same species or hybrid grex, may exhibit 
unique behaviours. With time to observe how a particular plant responds, and with careful note-taking, you can learn to be a successful grower! 
Tip: Some orchids are naturally shy bloomers but most orchids will bloom in their season once they reach flowering size.  

 

I bought it in flower and now the flowers are dead: what should I do?  

If the orchid is a Phalaenopsis/Moth Orchid, the first part of the answer is straightforward. Remove the dead blooms. If the flower-bearing stem is 
yellowing or drying up no more blooms will form on this stem. Use a pair of clean, sharp scissors or secateurs to sever the stem close to or about 
2.5 cm (1 inch) above the base. If the flowering stem is still green, it might rebloom on a fresh branch developed from a dormant bud at one of 
the nodes below the point where the old flowers had been located. Cut the stem below the lowest old bloom. Nodes higher on the stem are most 
likely to produce side branches. Cut about 1 to 2 cm above the selected node. A new branch could develop within a few weeks to months de-
pending on the plant. 

To get Phalaenopsis to produce new flowering stems, provide cooler nights (16 – 18°C) for about six weeks during September – October when the 
days are shortening also. Daytime temperature can be 20 to 25°C as usual as it is only the cooler nights that are required. Tracking the day/night 
temperatures in various potential growing areas can help you place the plant in the most favourable location.  

 

Could my orchids have pests after having left them outdoors all summer? What should I do? 

Outdoor pests could include: In pots - slugs, earwigs, millipedes, sowbugs; On foliage, flowers, new shoots - aphids, spider mites and thrips. Scale 
insects and mealy bugs are indoor pests that could remain on plants over summer. 

Examine the orchids. Are there chewed holes and slime trails on the foliage? What else might be hiding in pots?  

SNAILS, SLUGS, SOWBUGS – These pests can damage flowers and roots. They emerge after watering and feed mostly at night. Tiny bush snails 
are not native but slugs, sowbugs, even earwigs can find their way into pots. 

TO AVOID PROBLEMS: Grow orchids outdoors on elevated tables or in hanging baskets where slugs cannot reach them. Wrap table legs with cop-
per mesh or apply sticky Tanglefoot® to exclude pests. Examine plants regularly for telltale signs including grazed flowers and slime trails. Lay 
slices of raw potato on and around pots to attract pests. Check the slices every morning and replace with fresh cut slices as long as pest symptoms 
persist. Repot if necessary. 

TO RID POTS OF PESTS THAT HIDE INSIDE: Make a dilute solution of 1 capful of dish washing liquid to 2 gallons/10 litres water. There should be 
enough solution to cover the biggest pot when the pot is placed in a bucket. Place pots individually in the bucket. Some potting medium may 
float. After a few minutes, sowbugs, earwigs, millipedes and centipedes will crawl out to avoid drowning. Scoop out the pests, remove the pot 
from the bucket then replace any floating medium: flush with plain water and drain. This method is not 100% effective for slugs and snails and 
may need additional treatment.  

APHIDS – Aphids are sucking insects that may infest flowers, flower buds, inflorescences, and young soft shoots. They are easy to see. Their tell-
tale is sticky ‘honeydew’ scattered beneath the infested parts. The easiest way to remove aphids is to remove the infested flower stem. Flushing/
spraying infested plants with soapy water is insufficient to remove every aphid. If you choose to use soapy water you will have to re-examine the 
plants every few days to catch survivors. If only leaves are infested, use a soapy paper towel to gently stroke the infested surfaces, from the base 
toward the tip which should safely remove the aphids without damaging the foliage. 

 

After leaving my orchids without care while on a summer vacation, I now see pests. What should I do? 

MEALYBUGS – While you were away on vacation, pests may have had their own picnic!  Adult mealy bugs produce ‘nests’ of offspring which are 
usually sheltered in leaf axils or even amongst the roots and potting medium. If mealybugs are found, the potting medium might be sheltering 
mealybugs. Separate the plant from the medium. Dip the plant in soap solution (1 capful/5 litres/gal), then air dry. Before repotting, kill any pests 
sheltering in the potting medium by pouring boiling water over it, drain: wash the pot with hot soapy water, rinse. Cool the medium and repot the 
plant. Isolate the plant for three months. 

 

Reduce the impact of pests in an orchid collection through sanitation and good cultural practice. 
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UPCOMING  ORCHID SHOWS  

Sep 24 - 25: The Central Ontario Orchid Society:  Orchid Show at Cambridge Hespeler Arena, 640 Ellis Road, Cam-

bridge ON  

Oct 15 - 16: Eastern Canada Orchid Society:  Orchid Show at the CÉGEP André-Laurendeau, 1111, rue Lapierre, 

LaSalle QC  

Oct 22 - 23: Windsor Orchid Society:  Orchid Show and Sale at Columbus Centre, 2401 Columbus Drive, Windsor ON  
 
Oct 29 - 30: Fraser Valley Orchid Society:  2016 FVOS Show and Plant Sale – The Allure of Orchids, George Preston 

Recreation Centre, 20699 42nd Avenue, Langley BC  

Nov 12 - 13: Essex County Orchid Society:  7th Orchid Show & Sale at Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens, Kingsville ON   

Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society:  Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive Ottawa ON  

Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society:  The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi 
Drive N.W., Calgary AB  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Many thanks to Michael MacConaill for providing pictures of Mario Ferrusi’s plants. Thanks to Jean Hollebone for her 

many notices for Spike and to both her and Marlene Young for their willingness to bare all for the Vice Squad article. A 

special thanks to Dave Cooper, President; André Couture, Program Chair and Marilyn light, Orchids 101, because they 

always have their submissions complete and on time! It is really appreciated – timelines can be stressful! Last but defi-

nitely not least, thank you to the eagle-eyed Arlene Lang for her thorough proof-reading and layout suggestions.                        

                          Jan Johns 

MEMBER’S CORNER 

This month we welcome a new member, Elspeth McKay. Please be sure to say hello during the break! 

Our Secretary, Henriette Watkins, has sent a get-well card to Antoinette Brownell on behalf of all of us. We 
wish her a speedy recovery. 

I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. Please send 
me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look 
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. 

Upcoming AOS Webinars 

 Wednesday September 21 at 8:30 p.m. The Wonderful World of Phragmipediums with Jason Fischer 

(members only) 

 Tuesday October 4 at 8:30 p.m. Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public) 

 Thursday October 27 at 3:30 p.m. The Cattleya Alliance in Mexico with Ron McHatton (members only) 

To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

http://www.windsororchidsociety.ca/orchid-show-2016.html
http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.com/2016-show
http://essexcountyorchidsociety.webs.com/orchidshow2016.htm
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.foothillsorchidsociety.com/show/
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

