
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive

at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

This month’s meeting...

Sunday, September 20th, 2009 @ 4:30 p.m.
J.A. Dulude Arena, 941 Clyde Avenue, Ottawa

Presentation: General Orchid Culture by Jose Esposito of Soroa Orchids

Jose Esposito is owner of Soroa Orchids. Soroa Orchids is recognized
worldwide for its wonderful Phalaenopsis hybrids, but their greenhouses are
now filled with thousands of Cattleyas, Vandaceous, Oncidinae and
Dendrobiums. They now have South Florida's finest collection of orchids of
every color, size and shape. We’ll be going back to basics with a presentation
on general orchid culture, in case like most students returning to class this
week, you’ve forgotten a few things over the summer.

We’ll also be taking orders for our group order of the year. This year, we’ll be
ordering from Tropical Orchid Farm from Hawaii. They have a large selection of
orchid species large and small, but all quite exotic. There are species that you
may never have seen or will see again. The price list will be posted on the
Ottawa Orchid Society website, under the link to this edition of Spike. Pictures
and descriptions are available on their website at www.tropicalorchidfarm.com
and we’ll have pictures available at the meeting. Orders will be delivered in
early November, during our special meeting featuring Henry Oakeley.

Orchids 101
We have a special treat for Orchids 101 this month. Back by popular demand,
we have Dendrobiums 101 by Helgi Fatovic at 4:00 to 4:30 pm.

NOTE: There will be no library this month. The summer editions of Orchid
Digest and Orchids will, however, be available for members to browse through
before the meeting.

September: Membership renewal time.

www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
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Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids
to our monthly show table.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
We are into another exciting year filled with a lot of interesting out-of-town speakers coming to speak to us on all
kinds of orchids and orchid growing culture. Our program for 2009/2010 appears further on in this newsletter and is
also posted on our Society website. Note the dates of our monthly events on your calendar so that you do not miss
these speakers and other events. A group order for orchids from Tropical Orchid Farm in Hawaii is being organized
by Julie Mertens so don’t miss out on this opportunity to acquire some interesting and unusual orchids not available
from our usual orchid vendors. Come to the September meeting to view pictures Julie has of some of the Tropical
Orchid Farm orchids available for purchase and place your preorders at the same time so that you do not miss out
getting your order in. Plants ordered will be distributed to members in November.

This is also membership renewal time for 2009/2010. Please help by renewing
your membership in the Society at this month’s meeting. If you can’t attend the
September meeting, send in your membership renewal payment ($25) to the
Society’s mailing address found on the front of Spike. If you do not renew your
membership, you will be required to pay $5 admission if you wish to attend
monthly meetings and other OOS sponsored events.

The Board is pleased to advise that Emerson Harkin has volunteered to look
after the Society’s library. Thank you very much, Emerson, for volunteering.
Thanks also to Helene Martin who audited our Society books and to Andre
Couture for keeping our financial records and preparing the Society’s annual
financial report found on page 10 of this newsletter. Andre will address any
questions members may have on this report at the September meeting.

Next month is the Society’s annual auction. All members are invited to look about in their orchid collection to see if
there is anything you can donate to this event. Over the years members have been most generous in donating some
exceptional divisions of their prize winning orchids and we hope we will see more of such plants next month as well
as other things you may find relating to orchid growing to donate. Money raised from the auction is used to help
offset some of the Society’s operating expenses and to help support a number of other very worthwhile orchid
organizations and orchid conservation activities. Your generosity and the spirited antics of our bidders help to make
this event one of our most spirited and fun meetings of the year. So come one, come all, beginning with this
September meeting, and make the best of what we hope will be a most enjoyable and informative orchid year.

Below are some pictures from our May meeting that missed appearing in the June Spike. On far left is a picture of
Helgi Fatovic giving one of four workshops held at our May meeting. Helgi’s presentation dealt with Dendrobium
culture and was just excellent. In center is a picture of Marilyn Light showing members how to divide a cymbidium.
Marilyn displayed a remarkable skill with a handsaw, a tool needed to divide cymbidiums. On right below, we have
Linda Schopf giving her presentation on some of the things she recommends using to control orchid pests.

Look forward to seeing you at the September meeting.
Rick Sobkowicz,

President and Spike Editor

One of Tropical Orchid Farm’s many
orchids available for purchase.
Orchid shown above is
Cirrhopetalum auratum 'Other World'
CHM/AOS.


