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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)

The year is coming to a close and we are truly grateful to having a
wonderful year as a Society. Our two November meetings were
excellent with two exceptional speakers, Dr. Henry Oakeley from
England and Roy Tokunaga of H&R Nurseries from Hawaii. Both
gentlemen are experienced orchid growers with a tremendous
amount of orchid knowledge. They shared with us many tips on how
to grow certain types of orchids and we are grateful to them for their
information.

A lot of things have happened over the past year, many things that
we can be proud of as a Society. This is as a direct result of the hard
work of our Board Members, Show Committee Members, and our

many volunteers who help when called. Thank you one and all for your selfless support, hard work, and very much
valued contribution. We are lucky to be able to have such supportive members and friends at a time when many
organizations are shrinking in size and struggling to continue. So many people seem to be too busy to become
involved. We are not untouched by the diverse societal forces that are contributing to this trend. Through the work of
a dedicated group of people and our many volunteers and supporters, we manage to have a great Society. Our
annual show seems better each successive year. Our monthly show table continues to excite and delight members.
We thank those folks who bring plants each month to share with us. We are aware of the hard work this entails for
some of you who have to dig out orchids from the middle of entangled plants in your grow areas and greenhouses.
You struggle with boxes to transport your plants without damaging the blooms. You drive hours to come to meetings
with your prized possessions. Thank you for sharing. Our monthly speakers, the Orchid 101 sessions, our special
workshops, and special trips throughout the year continue to be interesting, relevant, and beneficial. There are many
other activities taking place to meet members’ needs and to make meetings a pleasant experience. Many of the
things done in support of the Society are obvious, others less so. Sometimes folks take things for granted. At the
December social, take a moment to meet and speak with our organizers, workers and supporters who at most other
meetings never seem to have the time to socialize. I am certain they will welcome this change. They’re like you and
me, people who have an interest in orchids, people who care, people interested in making the Ottawa Orchid
Society a pleasant, interesting and fun society. I wish I could name all those who help. However, I fear that in trying
to do so, someone may be overlooked. You know who you are. Many, many thanks for your help and support!

November Speakers
On the far left is Dr. Henry Oakeley at our
Nov.8

th
meeting. His talk and photos on

Lycastes was very well received. Many
members expressed hope he would
return to our Society to speak on his
orchid trips to the forests of South
America. The next image is a photo of
Roy Tokunaga. In appreciation for the
support and hospitality he and his wife
received on this tour to Canada from
participating societies, Roy significantly
reduced the price on the orchids he

brought for sale providing members a great opportunity to acquire many beautiful plants at very low prices.
Unfortunately, we ran out of time to hear more from both of these fine gentlemen. They were a pleasure to have and
we look forward to their next visit to Ottawa. Our thanks to Janet Johns and her husband, John, who provided
lodgings, fine food and wine and took care of both speakers and their partners during their stay in Ottawa. Everyone
had a memorable time. Thank you, Arlene Lang, for these photos. Further in the newsletter we have a summary of
Roy’s talk thanks to our note taker, Theresa Lafleur. Thank you, Theresa for your contribution.

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and may you have a joyous
and wonderful New Year. For members and friends who are of other faiths, or do not celebrate this time of year,
sincerest best wishes of the Season and hope you and your loved ones enjoy good health and have cause for much
happiness during this time and in the many months ahead. Hope to see you at the December social.

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD

MEMBERSHIP
Our Membership Chair, Vicki Thomson, reported at the Nov. 17

th
Board meeting that Society membership

stands at 92 members, including 3 life members. This is a 33% drop in membership from last year. No doubt the
recent temporary changes in our meeting locations and start up times may have made it difficult for some members
to attend the meetings held during the past 3 months when most members renew their memberships and make their
payments directly to Vicki. If you renew your memberships at monthly meetings but did not come, we hope you will
renew your membership at the December meeting. If you are unable to attend the Dec. 20

th
meeting, we hope you

find the time to mail in your membership renewal payment ($25). Please send your payment to the Society’s postbox
address as noted on the first page of Spike.

INVITATION TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE ORCHID SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN
JOURNAL

Dr. Henry Oakeley, our Nov. 8
th

guest speaker, invited our members to subscribe to their Orchid Society of Great
Britain (OSGB) Journal. The OSGB Journal is published quarterly at an annual subscription rate of £16.00. He
indicated that the overseas postage supplement of £3.00 could be reduced by a bulk shipment to our Society.

The journal ranges from 64 to 81 pages and contains many terrific color photos of a vast variety of orchids. An index
is contained in the 4

th
issue of the year (Nov/Dec/Jan). A brief sampling of topics include: International Orchid

Hunting (with camera), Travel Club Orchid Excursions Outside Great Britain, Picture Gallery, Building the Chelsea
Exhibit at the Famous Chelsea Flower Show, Summaries of monthly meetings with show tables and orchid shows
supplemented with excellent quality orchid photos, Orchid Culture both general and specific, Royal Horticultural
Society Orchid Committee Reports and colored photos of the awarded flowers, future International Orchid Shows,
book reviews and advertising.

Come and see four exciting samples of the 2008-2009 OSGB Journals at the Dec. 20
th

OOS meeting/Christmas
party. You won’t be disappointed.

There will be a sign up sheet for those interested in subscribing to the 2010 OSGB Journal 2010 for £16.00 (approx.
$28 CDN.) plus a small bulk shipment fee to be determined once it is know the number of interested subscribers.
For more details, contact Margaret Haydon, AOS Rep.

UPCOMING EVENTS - 2010
Feb 13-14: The Southern Ontario Orchid Society 30th Annual Orchid Show at the Toronto Botanical

Garden, Edwards Gardens. For further info, go to "http://www.soos.ca/"

Feb 19-21: Orchid Society of Alberta "Orchid Fair", Annual Show and Sale, at Grant MacEwan College
South Campus, 7319-29 Avenue, Edmonton. For more, go to "http: /www. orchidsalberta. com/"

Feb 27-28 Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 680 Plains Rd., Burlington, Ont.

March 21-22 London Orchid Society Orchid Show, at the North London Optimist Community Centre, 1345
Cheapside Street at Highbury, London, Ont.

March 26-28 The Manitoba Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale at the Assiniboine Park Conservatory.

March 27-28 Les Orchidophiles de Montreal Orchidexpo 2010, College de Maisonneuve, 2700
Bourbonniere St., Montreal, Quebec.

April 10-11 Les Orchidophiles de Québec is hosting ORCHIDOFOLIE 2010, their annual show, which will be
held at the Pavillon Envirotron de l’Université Laval. The Ottawa Orchid Society will be
participating with a Society exhibit thanks to Marilyn Light and Michael MacConaill. .

April 24-25 Ottawa Orchid Society 29
TH

Annual Show at the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe
Avenue, Ottawa, Ont.
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Nov. 8th Show Table
Class judged by PLACE NAME OWNER
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Guarianthe bowringiana
'St Barth'

Angèle Biljan

2nd Laelia anceps Angèle Biljan
3rd *Cattleya Elegans (was Laeliocattleya) Angele Biljan

Cypripedium Alliance

Paphiopedilum
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Paphiopedilum spicerianum Helgi Fatovic

2nd Paphiopedilum spicerianum Janet Johns
3rd *Paphiopedilum godefroyae var.

leuchochilum x sib ('Knob's Best' x 'Florida
Red' HCC/AOS)

Jean Hollebone

Phragmipedium
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Phragmipedium fischeri Helgi Fatovic

2nd Phragmipedium Sedenii ' Powder Puff ' Angèle Biljan
3rd Phragmipedium Les Dirouilles Angèle Biljan
3rd Phragmipedium Prince Albert Angèle Biljan

Oncidium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Rudolfiella picta
'Tres Jolie' AM/AOS

Marilyn Light

2nd Beallara Peggy Ruth Carpenter 'Pink Lady' Angèle Biljan
2nd Oncidium ornithorhynchum Lynne Guimond &

Santos Peixe
Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Dendrobium Hollywood Angèle Biljan

2nd Dendrobium Sonia Angèle Biljan
Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

Phalaenopsis Gan Lin Diamond 'PT' Jean Hollebone

Vanda Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Rhynchocentrum Lilac Blossom Angèle Biljan

Lycaste Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Lycaste cochleata Marilyn Light

Miscellaneous
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Bulbophyllum Wilbur Chang Marilyn Light

2nd Maxillaria variabilis Marilyn Light
3rd Dendrochilum magnum Angèle Biljan

Pleurothallid Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Pleurothallis Juliet Joyce Medcalf

2nd Pleurothallis allenii Joyce Medcalf
2nd Acianthera sonderiana Angèle Biljan
2nd Schoenorchis fragrans Lynne Guimond &

Santos Peixe
3rd Panmorphia rabei Marilyn Light
3rd Specklinia tribuloides Angèle Biljan

Masdevallia
judged by André Couture

1st Masdevallia Confetti Joyce Medcalf
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Best in Show
Judged by
André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf

Guarianthe bowringiana
'St Barth'

Angèle Biljan

All plant names with asterisks indicate a name change made to the owner’s plant name tag. Owners are
requested to please make the change to their plant name tags. Thanks go to our show table coordinator,
Jean Hollebone, our show table judges, and to everyone you brought plants to this month’s show table.
Congratulations to all our plant ribbon winners.

From left above: Best in Show, Guarianthe bowringiana 'St. Barth' owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Rudolfiella
picta 'Tres Jolie' AM/AOS owned and grown by Marilyn Light; Phalaenopsis Gan Lin Diamond 'PT' owned and grown
by Jean Hollebone; and, Paphiopedilum spicerianum owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From left above: Masdevallia Confetti owned and grown by Joyce Medcalf; Dendrobium Hollywood owned and
grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Lycaste cochleata owned and grown by Marilyn Light. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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From left above: Pleurothallis Juliet owned and grown by Joyce Medcalf; Oncidium ornithorhynchum owned and
grown by Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe; Bulbophyllum Wilbur Chang owned and grown by Marilyn Light; and,
Phragmipedium fischeri owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From left above: Maxillaria variabilis owned and grown by Marilyn Light; Pleurothallis allenii owned and grown by
Joyce Medcalf; Dendrochilum magnum owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Cattleya Elegans owned and grown
by Angèle Biljan. Photos by Arlene Lang.

From left above: Laelia anceps owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Paphiopedilum godefroyae var. leuchochilum x
sib ('Knob's Best' x 'Florida Red' HCC/AOS) owned and grown by Jean Hollebone; and, Schoenorchis fragrans
owned and grown by Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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From left, above: Phragmipedium Sedenii 'Powder Puff' owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Phragmipedium Prince
Albert owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Paphiopedilum spicerianum owned and grown by Janet Johns.
Photos by Arlene Lang.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT Nov. 8TH MEETING

THE ORCHID DIGEST DIAMOND AWARD
A surprise presentation was made to Rick Sobkowicz at the Nov. 8

th
meeting for his many years of involvement and

work in the Ottawa Orchid Society. Jean Hollebone (shown below in the photo on the left), President of the
Canadian Orchid Congress and OOS Board Member, presented the Orchid Digest Diamond Award to Rick on
behalf of Society members. This award is intended to honor members for their special contribution within their orchid
society. Only one Orchid Digest Diamond Award is available per year to any society affiliated with Orchid Digest.

The Orchid
Digest Diamond
Award is a
stunning glass
paperweight, 3
inches in
diameter, and in
the shape of a
diamond with
the inscription
“Orchid Digest
Diamond Award
of Excellence”.

Rick has been a member of the Society for over 20 years. He has been active in numerous Society activities for
many years. He has been the Society’s newsletter editor without interruption from Oct. 1991 to the present day. He
has been Society Librarian (Oct.1991 to Sept.1997), an OOS Show Committee Coordinator (1990 - present), and
Show Co-Chairman (2006-2007). He enjoys producing the Society newsletter in its present format and encourages
members to become involved with the Society to get a full measure of what the Society has to offer.

Rick was completely surprised when called to the front of the Nov. 8
th

meeting hall. Dr. Oakeley had just finished
speaking and Rick thought that when Jean took the microphone, some expression of appreciation was forthcoming
from the Society to Dr. Oakeley. Rick was a bit bewildered and though he may have appeared outwardly in control
of his composure, his mind was racing to grasp what was unfolding. Rick was overheard later on during one of his
ruminating moments that he may have his Orchid Digest Diamond mounted to be worn as a ring or bronzed so as to
better admire it. Joking aside, he was touched by the thoughtfulness of everyone involved with this presentation.
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To date, the only other OOS member who has received this distinguished
award is Marilyn Light, shown in the photograph on the right along with Rick.
Marilyn received her award in Dec. 2008 for her many years of work and
contribution to the OrchidSafari, the first virtual orchid society. Marilyn has
also been very active in the OOS and remains so to this day. As well, she is
Conservation Chair on the Canadian Orchid Congress for many years and a
much wanted lecturer at many orchid and horticultural meetings and events.

Shown below following the presentation from left to right: Jean Hollebone;
Margaret Haydon; Helgi Fatovic; Angèle Biljan, Rick; Dr. Henry Oakeley, our
special guest speaker and President of the Orchid Society of Great Britain
(OSGB) with his partner, Marian; Marcel Carrière; and Janet Johns. Angèle
Biljan initiated the procurement of this award and was assisted by Margaret,
Helgi, Marcel, Janet, and Lynne Guimond who is missing from this
photograph. Nice work, gang! You make good covert agents in the way you handled everything without Rick
suspecting anything.

All photos taken by Arlene Lang. Photo of the Orchid Digest Diamond Award of Excellence taken by Michael
MacConaill.

NOVEMBER 15th Show Table
Class judged by PLACE NAME OWNER
Cattleya Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1
st **Cattlianthe Portia

'Sir Jeremiah Coleman'
Helgi Fatovic

2
nd Guarianthe bowringiana Angèle Biljan

2
nd **Cattleya Elegans

(was Laeliocattleya)
Angèle Biljan

2
nd **Cattlianthe Portia

var coerulea
Angèle Biljan

3
rd

Cattleya 'no name' Anna Bilsky
Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

1
st **Paphiopedilum Macbeth's Ghost (Paph.

Macabre x Paph. wardii)
Helgi Fatovic

2
nd Paphiopedilum Maudiae Theresa Lafleur

3
rd Paphiopedilum Goliath Angèle Biljan

Phragmipedium
judged by André Couture

1
st Phragmipedium ?

'lost tag'
Janet Johns
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2
nd Phragmipedium Les Dirouilles Angèle Biljan

3
rd Phragmipedium China Dragon Angèle Biljan

Oncidium Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Miltonia Ken Peterson (Miltonia Seminole
Blood x Miltonia Honolulu)

Marilyn Light

2
nd Beallara Peggy Ruth Carpenter

'Morning Joy' **AM/AOS
Angèle Biljan

3
rd Ornithophora radicans Angèle Biljan

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Dendrobium Nalene Bui** Terez Paksi

2
nd Dendrobium teretifolium Angèle Biljan

3
rd Dendrobium Hollywood Angèle Biljan

Vanda Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Vanda **Pakchong Blue 'Sapphire' Ian Phillips

2
nd Rhynchocentrum Lilac Blossom Angèle Biljan

2
nd **Vanda Memoria Kathleen Thomas (Vanda

Manuvadee x Vanda Doctor Anek)
Jane Thompson

3
rd

Smitinandia micrantha Angèle Biljan

Miscellaneous judged by
Joyce Medcalf

1st Maxillaria **luteoalba Angèle Biljan

2
nd Dendrochilum magnum Angèle Biljan

3
rd Coelogyne trinervis Terez Paksi

3
rd Anoectochilus chapaensis Margaret Haydon

Pleurothallid Alliance
judged by André Couture

1
st Pleurothallis depressa Joyce Medcalf

2
nd Acianthera sonderiana Angèle Biljan

3
rd Specklinia tribuloides Angèle Biljan

Masdevallia
judged by André Couture

1st Masdevallia misasii Joyce Medcalf

Miniature judged by Joyce
Medcalf

1
st Platystele repens Angèle Biljan

2
nd **Epidendrum peperomia 'Gold Country'

(was Epidendrum porpax)
Angèle Biljan

Best in Show
judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf

Vanda **Pakchong Blue
'Sapphire'

Ian Phillips

Member's Choice
judged by Henry Steger

**Cattlianthe Portia
'Sir Jeremiah Coleman'

Helgi Fatovic

From left, above: Henry Steger is holding the Member’s Choice plant winner, Cattlianthe Portia 'Sir Jeremiah
Coleman', owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic. The chap with the great smile on Helgi’s other side is Ian Philips
shown holding his Best in Show winner, Vanda Pakchong Blue 'Sapphire'. In middle is a close up of Ian’s stunning

Vanda. On far right is a close up of one of the blooms on Helgi’s Cattlianthe Portia 'Sir Jeremiah Coleman'. Photos
taken by Arlene Lang.
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Above, from left: Miltonia Ken Peterson owned and grown by Marilyn Light; Cattleya Elegans owned and grown by
Angèle Biljan; Dendrochilum magnum owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Pleurothallis depressa owned and
grown by Joyce Medcalf. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Phragmipedium 'lost tag' owned and grown by Janet Johns; Beallara Peggy Ruth Carpenter
'Morning Joy' AM/AOS owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Masdevallia misasii owned and grown by Joyce Medcalf;
and, Paphiopedilum Macbeth's Ghost owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Dendrobium Nalene Bui grown and owned by Terez Paksi; Maxillaria luteoalba owned and grown
by Angèle Biljan; and, Paphiopedilum Maudiae owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above, from left: Anoectochilus chapaensis owned and grown by Margaret Haydon; Ornithophora radicans owned
and grown by Angèle Biljan; Phragmipedium Les Dirouilles owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Coelogyne trinervis
owned and grown by Terez Paksi; and, Epidendrum peperomia 'Gold Country' owned and grown by Angèle Biljan.
Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left and center: Guarianthe bowringiana owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; on right, Cattleya 'no name'
owned and grown by Anna Bilsky. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Above, from left: Platystele repens owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Paphiopedilum Goliath owned and grown by

Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium teretifolium owned and grown by Angèle Biljan. Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Above from left: Rhynchocentrum Lilac Blossom owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Vanda Memoria Kathleen
Thomas owned and grown by Jane Thompson; Cattlianthe Portia var coerulea owned and grown by Angèle Biljan;
and, Phragmipedium China Dragon owned and grown by Angèle Biljan.

NOTES OF PRESENTATION GIVEN BY ROY TOKUNAGA at Nov. 15th, 2009 OOS MEETING

Subject of presentation: “Dendrobiums: Variety and Culture”. Notes taken and provided by Theresa Lafleur.

Summary: We thank Roy Tokunaga for sharing his immense knowledge with us. He spoke mostly about
Dendrobiums, the different types in cultivation and in natural habitats, their individual characteristics, and cultural
needs. This genus is comprised of a large number of species, about 1200 plus, so it is not possible to be precise in
describing their particular needs. They grow ‘from India through Japan, Australia, and New Zealand to Tahiti and
New Guinea with at least 500 species.’ Ref. Botanica’s Pocket Orchids p.191. They are mostly epiphytes whose
habitat may range from steamy, hot conditions to frosty cold and anywhere in between. In cultivation, Dendrobiums
are grown under warm conditions with plenty of water, or cool conditions and less water. Some require a dry period
as they flower during the dry season in their native habitat, and others need no drying out at all. For the amateur
orchidist it is important to know that the key element in bringing them into flower is to ensure that after growth has
been completed the plant is given an adequate cooling down period. During this period reduce watering and
fertilizing. Dendrobiums are categorized by sections. The ones Roy covered are Latouria, Phaleanopsis, Spatulata,
Dendrobium, Pedilonum, Dendrocoryne, Lichenastrum, Oxyglossum, Formosae, and Callista.

The genus Dendrobium is comprised of two Greek root words dendros meaning “tree” and bios meaning “life”, in-
other-words epiphytes sometimes lithophytes.

Latouria:
These plants grow really well under cool conditions, even close to freezing temperatures. Plants have very
extensive root systems. These are good plants to grow if you’re growing under cool conditions. These orchids need
plenty of light and plenty of water while actively growing. Fertilizing is not the key to bringing these plants into flower;
however, an application of calcium included in the fertilizer is important. Latoureas are difficult to clone. (e.g.
atroviolaceum, finisterrae, forbesii, johnsoniae, macrophyllum, polysema, spectabile warm grower from New
Guinea, Roy Tacunaga (johnsoneae x atroviolaceum); musciferum syn. Macrophyllum convolutum – green, easy to
grow; aberrans – intermediate about 3” tall, most tolerant of conditions, lasting flowers, evergreen; atroviolaceum –
yellow/brown colours, pendent growth habit, spots in back of flowers; Pygmy – lightly fragrant.

Phaleanopsis:
This section of Dendrobium requires warm to intermediate conditions, no need for drying out. If conditions are too
dry, these Dendrobiums may lose all their leaves resulting in too much stress on this orchid.

Spatulata:
This section of Dendrobiums need warm temperatures all year around and moist conditions with a dry out period but
not so dry as to shrivel the pseudobulbs. These orchids need a cool down period rather than a dry period to bring
them into bloom.

Dendrobium:
This is a large section of Dendrobiums with about 50 species ‘occurring from India to New Guinea, Australia, Japan,
and Korea’, ref. “Dendrobium and Its Relatives”, p. 140. Deciduous after 1 year. Growth habits may be tall and erect
to pendent pseudobulbs. To flower these plants, they need a 3 week cool down period to about 15C°. There is no
need for a drying out period, hold back on fertilizer, reduce nitrogen when fertilizing. Use a nitrate based fertilizer, a
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fertilizer where the Nitrogen (N) is higher nitrate, (lower in ammonia and urea) to avoid the production of keikis. The
orchid fertilizer produced by Michigan State University (MSU) is recommended and available at hydroponic stores.
Increase air movement for calcium mobilization. (e.g. Den. Golden Aya - gold colored flowers, vigorous grower,
takes real cool temperatures, has cascading spikes; Den. senile: this species is from Thailand, means old because
of the fine hairs covering the pseudobulbs, requires warm growing temperatures. Further examples: Den.
chrysanthum, Den. fimbriatum, Den. loddigesii, Den. nobile, and Den. wardianum. Growing conditions for Den.
parishii, Den. primulinum, Den. pulchellum, Den. superbum: cool dry period to initiate flower, could dry to shriveling,
flowers are short lived, fragrant.

Pedilonum:
“Includes about 80 species growing from India to Samoa’. ref. “Dendrobium and Its Relatives”, p. 233. These plants
are small to medium sized epiphytes and sometimes lithophytes. They are found mostly at higher elevations;
however, some plants are found at lower elevations (these are growing under warmer temperatures). (Note: Plants
with flowers that have no scent eg. Den. secundum are bird pollinated.) Leaves must drop off to flower. Den. smiliae,
tall comes from New Guinea. Warm grower: Den. Bracteosum, has lasting flowers, up to 6 months. Other species in
this category: Den. bracteosum, fulgidum, jacobsonii, purpureum, secundum, and smillieae.

Dendrocoryne:
‘This section is distributed in Australia and adjacent Pacific islands’, ref. “Dendrobium and Its Relatives”, p. 156.
These Dendrobiums are intermediate to cool temperatures growers, evergreen growth habit, very fragrant flowers
which last 2 weeks or more, need temperatures of 50F to initiate flowers, same conditions as Den. speciosum, Den.
kingianum. Other species in this category: Den.jonesii, kingianum, speciosum and its varieties (var. grandiflorum,
and var. pedunculatum)

Lichenastrum:
‘This group is restricted to north-eastern Australia in the area known as the wet tropics. They grow at low to
moderate altitudes in rainforest, growing epiphytically or lithophytically’, ref. “Dendrobium and Its Relatives”, p. 220.
Plants are small with a creeping habit. Minis: ‘Dendrobium toressae is one of the smallest members of the sub tribe.
It is a tiny mat-forming species from the north-east part of Australia where it occurs from near sea level to about
1000m above sea level, in rainforests. The plants grow as epiphytes or lithophytes, in part shade with lots of
humidity. Ref. “Dendrobium and its Relatives” p. 221. Likes being mounted

Oxyglossum:
This section includes some 30 species. Grows under ‘moderate to high altitudes, in mossy mountain forests, where
there is constant high humidity and little seasonal variation in rainfall or temperature.’ Ref. “Dendrobium and its
Relatives” p. 224. Grows under intermediate to cool temperatures, high humidity, long lasting flowers, bird
pollinated. Examples include Den. violaceum: intermediate grower, grows to about 6 – 8” tall; Den. laevifolium: found
in New Guinea at high elevations (cool grower); Den. cuthbersonii: cool, cool, cool grower, high humidity, never
likes to dry out.

Formosae:
‘This section is also known as Nigrohirsutae. Includes about 30 species, distributed from India through South-East
Asia to Sumatra, Philippines and Borneo. Plants are epiphytic with or without a defined dry season’. Ref.
Dendrobium and its Relatives” p. 193. Examples: Den. cruentum – grows in Thailand; Den. tobaense - grows at
3,000m elevation. The hybrid Den. (cruentum x tobaense) is easier to grow.

Callista:
‘This is restricted to mainland Asia, from India through Myanmar (Burma), Thailand and Indochina to southern
China.They are medium plants grown epiphytically and often in large clumps. They grow at moderate to high
elevations in areas with a marked dry season’. Ref. “Dendrobium and its Relatives” p. 127. To bring these
Dendrobiums into flower, they need about 3 weeks cooler dryer temperatures to initiate flowering (eg. Den.
chrysotoxum, densiflorum, farmeri, and thyrsiflorum; aggregatum – can be dried out to the point of shriveled canes).

Conclusion:
Fine rooted Dendrobiums should have some sphagnum moss mixed in with the growing medium. Robust rooted
Dendrobiums could have more bark in the mix or try growing them on a mount. Very little balanced fertilizer, at the
rate of (1-1-1), during winter. If temperature is not right they will put up keikis!!!! Use fertilizers that have nitrogen not
from ammonia, or urea, but from nitrates or at least nitrates should be the higher amount. Make sure Dendrobiums
get enough calcium which is key to being able to produce flowers (calcium/magnesium) or use a blossom booster.
Dolomite can be used to boost calcium deficiency. CalMeg a product of Michigan State University. If new growth
turns BLACK there is a calcium deficiency. GIVE THEM CALCIUM!!!!
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Orchids 101 – Building Your Collection
November 2009 © Marilyn Light

So you have succeeded blooming your first orchid and want to try something new. Before you rush off and buy the
first pretty thing you see, consider the following:

Know your growing conditions and situation
LIGHT - Can you provide high, medium or low light levels?
TEMPERATURE - Is it always warm, warm days/cool nights, or is it always cool in your home?
WATER QUALITY - Some orchids require rainwater. What water quality can you provide?
HUMIDITY - What levels can you provide?
SPACE AVAILABLE - How much space do you have for a growing collection?
LIFESTYLE - How frequently will you be able to tend the new orchids?

Understand your personal preferences
Some of us like fragrance or a particular colour which can be provided by quite a range of plants. You do have
choices. If one kind of orchid is unsuitable to your growing conditions, another kind may be perfect.

Know what you already grow well before making that purchase
1 - You can play it safe and stay with the same type of plant: eg Phalaenopsis
2 - You can try another type which will grow under similar conditions: eg Doritis, Doritaenopsis
3 - You can try something completely different that should be able to grow with minimal adaptation of your
conditions: eg Phragmipedium BUT, you should ask questions first!

FOLLOW THESE CHOICE GUIDELINES

Before buying anything, ask for advice. Do your homework.

1 - Acquire a blooming plant. This way you will know that the plant CAN bloom. Remember that not all orchids are
easy to rebloom, even for expert growers but at least it has reached blooming size for certain..

2 - Acquire an unbloomed species seedling. You will know what to expect AND you will have an unique individual.
Look for a vigorous plant with many healthy roots.

3 - Acquire an unbloomed hybrid. You will not be able to predict that it can flower or how long it will take to flower
but you can expect a certain type of flower, and it will be unique. Expect blooms in 1 to 5 years depending on the
kind and size at purchase, and if you grow it well.

4 - Acquire a mericlone (tissue culture reproduction of a selected cultivar). You will know what to expect and if the
plant is flowering size, you could be enjoying those flowers soon.

5 - Acquire a community pot of seedlings Try Phals first and share some seedlings with a friend to see who is the
first to get one to flower.

6 - Acquire a flask of seedlings. This choice is not recommended for beginners but if you cannot resist, team with an
experienced grower to learn how to remove the seedlings and how to take care of those incubator babies during the
first critical months out of flask.

GOOD LUCK!
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Conserving Our Collections: Planning for a Future

Marilyn H. S. Light
© 2009

The next time vacation rolls around will we be wondering “Who will take care of the orchids?” A family emergency
requires us to be absent for days, weeks or even months: who can take care of our orchids? Tragedy strikes and a
serious orchid collector dies suddenly: who will take care of that collection of orchids? These scenarios are well
known to the orchid community yet there is little effective planning at the individual, family, or orchid society level
to deal with the issue of vulnerable plants. Without careful planning and activation of those plans, orchid collections
can be quickly lost to inappropriate care or theft, inclement weather, pests and diseases. Species in our collections
should be of particular concern since they may not be easily replaced but healthy vigorous hybrids are important
also, especially if they are unique individuals, not mericlones. While botanical gardens have contingency plans ready
to implement in the case of emergency, and staffing plans to deal with vacation and illness, rarely are we are
similarly prepared. For the serious collector who truly cares about conservation, the message is simple: Plan, plan,
plan and let someone know about those intentions.

Vacation planning should begin weeks or even months before the first day of the long awaited trip. We may
cultivate a trusted neighbour to stand in during our absence. We may rely on family members or even hire a plant
care business to do the work. In all cases, the caregiver must be provided with training and walked through the daily
routine. Leave printed instructions and use visual clues such as coloured markers to highlight which plants require
special care. We all know how a heavy hand at watering can spell death for some precious orchids. While an orchid
babysitter may have concerns about damage to someone else‘s orchids and property, and all may be forgiven if all
that happens is a broken spike, it still pays to be cautious: friendships have been fractured over much less and there
may be liability issues. Be certain that the caregiver has contact information, understands that you have a backup
plan, and knows what to do in an emergency.

Contingency planning is needed for unexpected events including prolonged power outage, floods, storms and fire.
Backup generators do provide power when we need it but we must already have a generator on hand as well as fuel
to operate it until either power is restored or we have moved the orchids to a secure location. We may have only a
short time to select plants to ‘save’ before evacuating to a safer location so it is a good idea to label the collection
accordingly as is done in some public collections. Of course, if we must evacuate with little notice, saving orchids
may be the least of our priorities. Sharing divisions of selected plants with growers at a distance is always a good
way to reduce the risk of losing species rare in cultivation.

Succession planning is probably the least thought about but should be seriously considered by anyone having a
collection of species or breeding stock. Even with detailed directions as to the care and disposition of a collection,
unless others are informed of our intent, no one may learn of those wishes before the plants have died. It goes
without saying that all plants should be labelled and that records should be copied to be stored somewhere safe.
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Converting Your Fluorescent Fixture to Using the High Efficiency T5 Bulbs
(Notes by Pat Vuurman, adapted from a talk presented to COOS members by Dawn Morse at the October COOS
meeting.)

There are several points that must be considered when deciding to convert your existing fluorescent light fixture to
the much more efficient T5 bulbs. One of the more critical is that the old T12 bulbs will not be available in Canada
(U.S.?) after a couple years. Most importantly DO NOT use these newer tubes directly in the old tubes’ place, thus
DO NOT use the old ballast (aka transformer) with the new bulbs. Doing so will likely cause a very serious electrical
problem and fire. Also the fixtures and bulbs are quite a bit more expensive than conventional fixtures. Some of the
hydroponic stores do offer a 10% discount when you present your up-to-date orchid society membership card. Next,
T5’s only come in 1, 2, 3 and 4 foot lengths so those of us that have 8 foot fixtures have to get creative. I believe it
was mentioned that one single tube T5 yields about the equivalent light output of 2 T12’s but with a very significantly
reduced energy consumption.

To convert your fixture, one needs a modicum of tool sense and a bit of dexterity. Let’s assume you have a 2-tubed
4-foot fixture and want to change it to use a single T5 and you also want to utilize the reflector from the old fixture.
Granted, the old reflector will not be quite as efficient as a new one but it will save you about 50% of the cost! I
understand that the fixture with clips (?) and grow light T5 costs around $30 plus a reflector at a further $30.

1. Disconnect the fixture from the power supply (unplug it, shut off the breaker, take out the fuse, …)
2. Remove the light tubes from the fixture.
3. It’s easier to work when the fixture is taken down but not necessary if you’re a bit agile! You decide.
4. Take off the reflector cover.
5. Disconnect or cut the wires from the ballast and remove them all for later recycling.
6. Decide whether you want to reduce the weight of the fixture. If so, loosen the bolt & nut and put the ballast

aside. These must be disposed of in an environmentally safe manner at your local waste facility. Your old light
tubes can be taken at the same time! If you choose not to worry about taking out the ballast, go to the next
step.

7. With your new T5 fixture there will be a couple of clips supplied to attach it to whatever. Find a suitably sized
drill bit and drill 2 holes down the centre line of the old reflector approximately 1 foot in from each end of the
fixture. If you left in the ballast you’ll have to measure so as to miss it with the clip so this hole may need to be
farther along. Connect the clips through the holes so that the clips are on the reflecting side of the reflector. (I
knew you knew that but just in case!!)

8. Reconnect the reflector to the old box that may or may not now have the old ballast in it. Reattach the fixture
in its old location. Clip the new T5 arm to the newly placed clips. Install the light tube and plug the new T5 into
a regular electric outlet.

9. Optional: Sit back with a suitable beverage and watch the magic of your plants breathing a sigh of relief at the
improvement in their growing environment!

********************

Well, that’s it folks, for the December Spike. Bye for now!

Rick Sobkowicz, Editor


