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.                                                                                                                                                                                     

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The Ottawa Orchid Society was well represented at the Montreal Orchid 
Show.  Barbara Wysocka prepared the Ottawa exhibit which won a very 
respectable second place. Well done, Barbara, and thanks to you and to all 
who donated plants. The results are given elsewhere but congratulations 
are due to Janet Johns for Best Cattleya Alliance and her two first place 

Cattleyas. Both were magnificent.  
The Montreal show gave us a foretaste of what the Ottawa Show will be like. It was crowded 
and very busy and the volunteers were very evident. We still need a few volunteers for various 
slots in our Show. If you can spare a few hours on Saturday or Sunday please give your name to 
Michael Barker (m_barker@sympatico.ca) and he will give you an assignment. Remember the 
Show pays for our programming and it is important to ensure we can deliver a well run event 
staffed by adequate numbers of volunteers. 
This brings me to the question of the new Board elections in May. We are still lacking 
nominations for President and Vice President. These are important positions as they help to 
guide the direction of the Society. They don’t take a huge amount of time (perhaps under 4 
hours per month?). This is an opportunity to get to know your fellow orchid growers as you 
work on common issues and it is a great way to make friends. If no one is willing to take on 
these positions, then what will happen to the Society? Will it collapse/ cease to exist with no 
one at the helm? Do you members care? Don't be shy. It is not too late to put your name 
forward and you will not be alone as the former Board can certainly be called upon for support.  
Meanwhile we have a show coming up. Thanks in advance to all the hard working volunteers 
and please do come and enjoy the Show. 
Trip to the Orchid Collection at the Montreal Botanic Garden  

 Good news!! Andre Couture has just confirmed that the Botanic Garden will welcome us in May 

and give us a behind the scenes tour of their orchid collection. The dates will be worked out with 

the Garden staff and we will inform you of the date at the May meeting or as early as we can by 

email. If we have a large enough group it may be feasible to rent a bus. If not, we may rely on 

carpooling or, last resort..Greyhound bus.  More details to follow. 

Sad Tidings 

Many of you remarked on the unusual absence of Lynne Guimond and Santos Peixe at our March 

meeting. Sadly, Santos had just lost his mother who lived to the grand age of 91. The society 

would like to extend condolences to Santos and Lynn on this sad occasion. Should you wish to 

drop them a note they can be reached at 20474 Concession 8, Green Valley, Ontario K0C 1L0. 

We learned at the Montreal Show that Terry Kennedy of Orchids in our Tropics slipped on ice, 

fell, and broke her knee cap in three places. As well as being very painful, she is now 

immobilized in a cast and has been told to take it easy. Knowing Terry's get up and go this is 

going to be a tough order for her to follow.  Terry has always been a key presence at our Show; 

she has been head judge several times, is always part of the judging team and as head judge of the 

Toronto Judging Centre is the ultimate authority for our show. We are sorry to hear of her 

accident and wish her an uneventful and rapid recovery.   

 
Jean Hollebone 
President   
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COMING EVENTS 
Program – Correction 
In a previous Spike, we announced that Holger Perner from Hengduan Mountain Biotechnology 
(China) would be coming to the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) in August as their 
special guest for this year.  This is incorrect.  He will be coming in August 2017. 
This year, SOOS is hosting Juan Philipe Posada from Colombia; he is the owner of 
Colomborquideas. They specialize in cool growing Andean orchids.  A date will be published 
later.  

Future Meetings 
In May, the OOS will be receiving TJ Hartung from the Vallarta Orchid Society.  TJ will discuss 
Mexican orchids. 
June to August inclusively:  Summer recess. 

Coming Shows 
April 11-12: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show, CICS (Centre for Information and 
Community Service), 2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario, MIS 5G5, (N.W. Of HWY 
401/Midland) for show information: info.taoa@yahoo.ca Hours: Sat - 11:00-6:00; Sun. 
Photographers 8:00-10:00, general 10:00-5:00  
April 11-12: Les Orchidophiles de Québec at the Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 
Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy.  
April 18-19: The Ottawa Orchid Society 34th Annual Orchid Show and Sale, Nepean Sportplex, 
1701 Woodroffe Ave., Ontario. Show Chairman: Dave Cooper, e-mail: david_cooper@storm.ca 
613-256-2853 

 OTTAWA ORCHID SHOW INFO 

PLANTS FOR THE OTTAWA EXHIBIT 
Your blooming orchids are needed for the Ottawa Exhibit. The goal is to provide a great burst of 
beautiful colour to show visitors as they enter the arena. The Ottawa Exhibit is the first thing 
they see on entering the show and we want to knock them dead with awe at what they see... so 
please bring your orchids. No name plants are very welcome. Please bring your plants to the 
Nepean Sportsplex on Friday afternoon (April 17th) before 7 p.m.  If you cannot deliver on 
Friday, you can arrange to leave plants on Thursday night with Jean Hollebone by calling 613-
226-2395.  We encourage members to bring plants EARLY in the AFTERNOON and we would 
appreciate most plants before 6 p.m. if at all possible. Instructions:  Please check your plants 
for bugs and other crawlies before you come. Leave the moving ones behind. Stake your spikes, 
as necessary, so that the blooms show well. Clean foliage and discard dead plant parts. Please 
write your name on the bottom of your pot and make sure that the name tag is visible within 
the pot. Bring them to the OOS table. We are closest to the door. There, we will register them 
for entry into the show for you. If your plant is fragrant it may also be registered in the 
fragrance display as well as the plant class. Bring those plants directly to the fragrance table 
(next to the OOS table). Bring a list of your plants, printing the label name clearly. This will be 
appreciated by the OOS exhibit team.  OOS registration closes promptly at 7 p.m.  Plants will 
not be accepted after this time for judging, but we can add them into the display. If you don't 
want your plant to be judged, then indicate this when you bring it to the table.  All plants are 

http://www.taoa.info/
http://www.orchidophilesdequebec.ca/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
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required to be left in the display till 5 p.m. on Sunday night. At 5 p.m. take down starts. Please 
come and collect your plant as soon as you can as everyone is tired and wants to go home and 
anything left behind is in danger of being thrown out or taken.   
 
FRAGRANT ORCHID DISPLAY 
Dear OOS Members, 
Have you noticed that some of your orchids have wonderful perfume fragrances?  Please take 
the time to give a sniff.  Some orchids are fragrant in the morning and others later in the day or 
at night.   
The scents vary a great deal.  Some are sweet, floral, musky, and even ‘stinky’.  No matter how 
yours smells, as long as it does have a scent, please consider putting it in the Fragrance Exhibit 
at our upcoming annual Show.   
The orchids in that category are not judged for appearance, but only for their scent (freshness, 
character, complexity and intensity). They will be judged Friday evening and then again on 
Saturday morning.  The judges will be: 
Ed Lawrence (formerly head of the Governor General’s Greenhouses and resident gardener on 
Radio Noon call in show on Mondays, 12:30 – 1:00pm), and Mark Dabrowski (Floral designer 
from the Governor General’s Greenhouses). 
You can submit your orchid to be judged in other categories simultaneously, as long as they are 
placed in the Fragrance Exhibit.  This exhibit provides our visitors to the show with the 
educational opportunity to learn more about orchids, so we hope you will help by putting your 
fragrant orchids in this exhibit.   
Ann Smutylo and France Tremblay  
 
OOS MEMBER’S SALE TABLE 
Forms for listing the plants that you wish to sell can be found on our web site or the last page of 
the March Spike. Roy John would appreciate receiving your plants on Friday afternoon or early 
evening. Please take note of requirements for selling...tags, plant names, descriptions, price etc. 
Needless to say, they must be healthy and free of bugs. 
 

       VENDORS FOR OOS SHOW   
VENDOR ADDRESS SPECIALITY 

An-Li’s Garden 416-666-6133 
anlisheng@yahoo.com 

Great showy orchids, many in bloom or 
blooming size. 

André Godbout 819-821-0220 
andregodbout@cooptel.qc.ca 

Goldsmith with beautiful orchid jewellery 
in white and yellow gold. 

Ching Hua Orchids TEL: 886-6-6332319  
chorchid@ms15.hinet.net 
 

Wide range of new and unusual orchids 
from Taiwan. 

Cloud’s Orchids 905-562-8950 
orders@cloudsorchids.com 

Misc. orchid plants, seedlings and mature 
size. 

Crystal Star Orchids  
905-478-8398 
crystalstarorchids@gmail.com 
 

Many different beautiful blooming 
orchids & different genera. 

mailto:anlisheng@yahoo.com
mailto:andregodbout@cooptel.qc.ca
mailto:chorchid@ms15.hinet.net
mailto:orders@cloudsorchids.com
mailto:crystalstarorchids@gmail.com
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VENDOR ADDRESS SPECIALITY 

DiCiommo Orchids  
905-389-9339 
gdiciommo@msn.com 

Many showy blooming orchids,  including 
awarded crosses. 

Exotic Orchids Plus 613-525-0164 
lynneandsantos@citenet.net 

Many different genera of beautiful 
blooming orchids. 

Fern Garden Creations 514-248-0513 
ferngarden2001@yahoo.ca 

Pins and brooches of real orchid flowers 
that last forever. 

(Flora Peculia – to be confirmed)  (W) 416-658-5359 
(H) 647-271-0796 
tarasmk@rogers.com 

Assorted orchids with specialization in 
Neofinetia orchids. 

Hamilton Greenhouse 519-647-3301 
orchidrob@hotmail.ca 
 

Misc. beautiful blooming orchids & orchid 
growing materials. 

J&L Orchids 203-261-3772 
jlorchid@snet.net 
www.jlorchids.com 

Quality orchids available, see website for 
selection. 

Joaillerie L’Amulette 418-633-2980 
joaillerie.amulette@gmail.com  
marc@gmft.net 

One-of-a-kind orchid jewellery in silver 
and gold. 

Le Paradis des Orchidees  (W) 450-689-2240 
lleblond@laurentides.net 
laurent.blanc@bellnet.ca 

Huge selection of seedlings and blooming 
orchids. 

Lexis Greenhouse & Supplies 613-226-7358 
alex@lexisgreenhouses.com  
lexisgreenhouses@gmail.com 

Sales in hobby, custom & commercial 
greenhouses plus many greenhouse 
accessories. 

Marsh Hollow 905-892-4187 
mferrusi@sympatico.ca 

Specialist in Masdevallia orchids and 
other genera available. 

Orchids in Our Tropics 905-727-3319 
ourtropics@sympatico.ca 

Many misc. orchid genera from beginner 
orchids to exotics and for specialists. 

Piping Rock Orchids Greenhouse: 518-882-8002 
Cell: 518-265-4005 
pipingrock@aol.com 

Misc. plants & new phrag. crosses, 
leading hybridizer of Phrag. kovachii 
crosses. 

Ravenvision 519-271-7964 or cell 416-778-0014 
jay@ravenvision.ca  
 or robin@ravenvision.ca 
www.ravenvision.ca 

Beautiful photographs, cards and orchid 
supplies (clay pellets, moss, pots, 
fertilizer). 

Shanghai Smart Linens  
(613) 254-8390 
ssl_em2@yahoo.com 

Decorative arts (eg. Linens). 

the orchidPhile  (W) 203-329-7255 
Business: orchidphile@optimum.net 
E-mail:  carrir@optonline.net  

Specializes in unusual Phalaenopsis, 
multi-floral miniatures from the newest 
lines of breeding. 

Villa Lagunas c/o Brian Peever & Doug Vye, 
613-722-6738 
brian.peever@villa-lagunas.com 

Vanilla bean, vanilla extract, vanilla soaps, 
tropical scented soaps, fresh coffee beans 
from Costa Rica. 

Ottawa members’ sales  Various plants and other items that are 
surplus to members collections. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gdiciommo@msn.com
mailto:lynneandsantos@citenet.net
mailto:ferngarden2001@yahoo.ca
mailto:tarasmk@rogers.com
mailto:orchidrob@hotmail.ca
mailto:jlorchid@snet.net
http://www.jlorchids.com/
mailto:joaillerie.amulette@gmail.com
mailto:marc@gmft.net
mailto:lleblond@laurentides.net
mailto:laurent.blanc@bellnet.ca
mailto:alex@lexisgreenhouses.com
mailto:lexisgreenhouses@gmail.com
mailto:mferrusi@sympatico.ca
mailto:ourtropics@sympatico.ca
mailto:pipingrock@aol.com
mailto:jay@ravenvision.ca
mailto:robin@ravenvision.ca
http://www.ravenvision.ca/
mailto:ssl_em2@yahoo.com
mailto:orchidphile@optimum.net
mailto:carrir@optonline.net
mailto:brian.peever@villa-lagunas.com
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                       MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW 

                 

 Barbara Wysocka’s OOS display was awarded a 2nd place ribbon for a visiting Society display 
Jean Hollebone 
Paph Hsin Ying Citron #20 x Hsin Ying Spring green 'Spring'  
. Paph Hsin Yin Web x pulsar  
3. paph kimberly Szabo x ( Gala King x Frank Prince) 
4. Phal Kaoda Twinkle 'Chocolate Drop'  2nd   
5. Phal Nuuana Tono KF #1 AM/AOS (Purple Gem x schilleriana)  2nd      

Michael Barker  
6.  Paph. Lippewunder ‘In-Charm’ BM/TPS x Paph. In-Charm White ‘In-Charm’ 1st 
7.  Paph. niveum x Paph. (Damaged in transit) 
Janet Johns 
Brassocattleya Morning Song ' Crownfox' AM/AOS – 1st 
Guarianthe skinneri ' Haiti Jacobs' FCC/AOS – 1st and Best of Cattleya Alliance 
Paph haynaldianum  
Marcel Carrière 
Phal Spring Angel 
France Tremblay 
Dtps. Surf Song 
Phal. Hybrid 
Phal. Stewartiana 
Barbara Wysocka 
Cymbidium Winter Castle X Fire Wheel Flamingo 
 
Thanks to all who provided plants and to Barbara for erecting a truly lovely display. 
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR MARCH 15, 2015 

 
 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Brassocattleya Morning Song 'Crownfox' 
AM/AOS 

Janet Johns 

2nd Cattleya Life's Melody Masa Matsuo 

2nd Isabelia (Syn. Sophronitella) violacea David Kalb 

3rd Cattleya Life's Melody André Couture   

3rd Rhyncholaeliocattleya King George 'Serendipity' 
AM/AOS  

Antoinette Brownell 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by André Couture   

1st Paphiopedilum Lippewunder 'In Charm' BM/TPS x 
Paphiopedilum In Charm White 'In Charm' 

Michael Barker 

2nd Paphiopedilum Cathedral Cove (Paphiopedilum 
King Frank {Paphiopedilum Gala King x 
Paphiopedilum Frank Pearce} x Paphiopedilum 
Kimberley Szabo) 

Jean Hollebone 

3rd Paphiopedilum Golddollar Lanny Morry 

Cymbidium Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Cymbidium No Name Rita Shand 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Vuylstekeara Smile Eri  ?? Maria Martins 

2nd Miltoniopsis No Name Antoinette Brownell 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Dendrobium Hanafubuki  Rita Shand 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by André Couture   

1st Phalaenopsis No Name France Tremblay 

2nd Phalaenopsis Kaoda Twinkle 'Chocolate Drop' Jean Hollebone 

3rd Phalaenopsis No Name Masa Matsuo 

Miniature 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf   

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Jean Hollebone 

2nd Masdevallia tovarensis Marilyn Light 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf   

1st **Maxillariella (Syn. Maxillaria) tenuifolia France Tremblay 

2nd Sobralia crocea Marilyn Light 

Novice 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st **Maxillariella (Syn. Maxillaria) tenuifolia Brenda Helferty 

Best in Show 
Judged by André Couture   
and Joyce Medcalf  

 Brassocattleya Morning Song 
'Crownfox' AM/AOS 

Janet Johns 

Member's Choice 
Judged by Sue Bowering  

 Cattleya Life's Melody Masa Matsuo 

**Indicates updated name.      
?? Indicates incomplete name. 
 
Member's Choice 
Beautiful, intense colours; four big, well-spaced flowers; well grown.  
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BEST OF SHOW TABLE AND MEMBER’S CHOICE 

 
                                                                                                                                     Photos courtesy of Pat Boisvert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Janet Johns with Best of Show Table, 
Brassocattleya Morning Song ‘Crownfox’ 
AM/AOS and Masa Matsuo with 
Member’s Choice, Cattleya Life’s Melody 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Cattleya Life’s Melody                                                          Brassocattleya Morning Song ‘Crownfox’  AM/AOS        
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SHOW TABLE PHOTOS FROM MARCH 2015 MEETING 
 

 
Show Table Photos by Pat Boisvert 

CATTLEYA ALLIANCE 
1st 2nd 2nd 3rd 

   

 
Brassocattleya Morning Song 
‘Crownfox’ AM/AOS, 
Janet Johns. 

Cattleya Life’s Melody, 
Masa Matsuo. 

Isabelia violacea, 
David Kalb. 

Cattleya Life’s 
Melody, 
André Couture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      CYPRIPEDIUM ALLIANCE 
                                           PAPHIOPEDILUM 

3rd 1st 2nd 3rd 

 

 

 
1. 

 
 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya 
King George ‘Serendipidy’ 
AM/AOS, Antoinette 
Brownell. 

Paphiopedilum Lippewunder ‘In 
Charm’ BM/TPS x Paphiopedilum In 
Charm White ‘In Charm’, 
Michael Barker. 

Paphiopedilum Cathedral 
Cove, 
Jean Hollebone. 

Paphiopedilum Golddollar, 
Lanny Morry. ( substitute photo) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aaoe.fr%2Fpost%2F2007%2F12%2F23%2FSection-de-Sainte-Savine-%253A-reunion-du-21-Decembre-2007&ei=kJIdVcifGcK9ggTj2IHQDw&bvm=bv.89744112,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHnb13eEs_fLUTavVQ7q_k_catuaQ&ust=1428087671650450
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CYMBIDIUM ALLIANCE                           ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE  
 
 
      
            1st 1st  2nd 

  

 

 

Cymbidium No Name, 
Rita Shand. 

Vuylstekeara Smile Eri, 
Maria Martens. 

 Miltoniopsis No Name, 
Antoinette Brownell. 
 
 
 
 
 

DENDROBIUM ALLIANCE                     PHALAENOPSIS ALLIANCE 
1st 1st 2nd 3rd 

 

  
 

Dendrobium Hanafubuki, 
Rita Shand. 

Phalaenopsis No Name, 
France Tremblay. 

Phalaenopsis Kaoda Twinkle 
‘Chocolate Drop’, 
Jean Hollebone. 

Phalaenopsis No Name, 
Masa Matsuo. 
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MINIATURE                                                              MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 

1st 2nd 1st 2nd 
 

 

 

 

Phalaeopsis No 
Name, 
Jean Hollebone. 
( no picture ) 

Masdevallia tovarensis, 
Marilyn Light. 

Maxillariella tenuifolia, 
France Tremblay. 

Sobralia crocea, 
Marilyn Light. 
 
 
 
 
 

     NOVICE 
1st    

    
 

 
Maxillariella tenuifolia 
Brenda Helferty., 
 

   

 

Please accept my apologies for the missing photographs......Janet Johns, Editor. 
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 St. Augustine Orchid Society 
www.staugorchidsociety.org 

 
 

Does My Orchid Have to Be Repotted? 
By Sue Bottom, sbottom15@bellsouth.net  
 
We get more questions about repotting than any other subject.  Some folks never repot their orchids 
because they are intimidated by the whole process, so their potting mix ultimately rots causing their roots 
to rot and their orchids are well on their way to orchid heaven.  Other folks repot their orchids several 
times a year because they say their plants are just not blooming for them.  Their plants never get a chance 
to get established, so they too will soon find their way to orchid heaven.  There are really only three 
reasons I can think of to repot an orchid.  

 

 
Repot.  This Encyclia radiata will be happier in an 8 inch bulb pot. 

 

Repot All New Additions Before Adding to Your Collection.  I almost always repot an orchid I bring home, 
immediately if it is not in bloom.  If I buy a blooming orchid, I enjoy the flower and don’t touch the roots 
until the plant is bloomed out.  Then I pot the orchid in my mix of choice for that kind of orchid.  All my 
cattleyas and dendrobiums are in a coarse, freely draining, largely inorganic mix so they can all be watered 
every second or third day during the growing season.  My phalaenopsis are all in a soilless peat mix so they 
can all be watered every week or two when they approach dryness. 
  When you bring orchids home, they can be growing in wildly different potting mixes, from pure 
sphagnum moss, pure bark, pure clay pebbles or gravel, or mixes containing these materials.  Each of these 
mixes retains water at a different rate.  If you bring orchids home and just water them all on your normal 

http://www.staugorchidsociety.org/
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watering schedule, you’ll find the ones potted in sphagnum moss stay too wet, the ones potted in 
gravel/clay pebble mixes stay too dry and the ones potted in a bark/coco mix may be just right. 
  Some growers also set you up for failure when they grow their seedlings in sphagnum moss and then pot 
them up to a larger pot by packing bark around the sphagnum core.  These plants are impossible to water 
correctly because if you water when the bark approaches dryness, the roots in the sphagnum moss will be 
smothered from overwatering and if you water when the moss approaches dryness, the roots in the bark 
will wither from dehydration. 
  If you repot your orchids into your mix of choice when they first enter your growing area, you will know 
when you repotted them and how long they should grow well in that mix.  You can water all your similar 
type orchids in the same mix at the same time without water logging or dehydrating them.  It makes taking 
care of your orchids much simpler. 
 

 
Repot.  This cattleya looks very unhappy and is wobbly in the pot.  It needs fresh mix. 

Potting Mix is Degraded.  Many people use organic matter in their potting mixes.  It retains moisture, 

helps buffer pH and holds nutrients for later uptake by the plant.  Of course, being organic, it will degrade 

over time and degrade is a nicer term than rot.  When the potting mix rots, the roots that are growing in the 

potting mix will likewise rot because the potting mix smothers the roots. 

  Different organic materials degrade at different rates.  The generally available ‘premium’ sphagnum moss 

tends to have a life of between 6 and 12 months.  The much more expensive sphagnum mosses like the 

AAA to AAAAA grade long fiber New Zealand sphagnum moss will last for 2 to maybe 5 years for the 

highest quality moss.  Coco husk is widely used and has a useful life span of 1 to 2 years in the pot.  The 

quality of bark varies wildly and I use bark hesitantly as a result.  The highly touted Orchiata bark is 

reported to be long lasting and we’ll be testing this claim over the next couple of years.  Tree fern fiber is 

also variable.  I stopped buying the medium grade because it had so much fine material in it, now I only buy 

the coarse grade.  I have gotten bad batches of tree fern where snow mold appeared in mixes barely 2 years 

old, though good quality tree fern should have a life of 3 to 4 years. The highly desirable redwood bark is no 
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longer available commercially.  Regardless of the quality of the organic matter, it will ultimately rot and it is 

best to repot your orchids before the mix rots. 

  The easiest way to test whether your potting mix is past its prime is to try to lift the plant up by its leaves.  

A well established plant growing in a still fresh mix can be picked up by the vegetation.  If it is wobbly in 

the pot, stick your finger an inch or two deep inside the pot.  If it feels soft and dirt-like, odds are the mix is 

rotting.  If you catch it early enough and repot before there is too much root loss, perhaps your plant will not 

suffer.  Many times though, I discover the degraded mix because my plant starts to look unhappy.  Trust 

your instincts, if your plant doesn’t look happy, if it is wobbly in the pot, you’ve got your excuse.  Knock it 

out of the pot and put it into some fresh mix. 

 

Orchid Unstable from Growing Out of Its Pot.  The 

longer you can grow your orchid without disturbing the 

roots, otherwise known as repotting, the happier your 

plant will be.  If it is a monopodial orchid like a 

phalaenopsis, it may be growing well out of the pot with 

lots of aerial roots and not many roots anchoring the 

plant in place  It then becomes top heavy and a 

candidate for repotting.  For a sympodial orchid like a 

cattleya, it seems like it always blooms better when 

there is a bulb or two or three out of the pot.  Eventually 

there will be four or five bulbs out of the pot and your 

plant becomes unstable and unwieldy in the pot.  Once 

your plant is physically unmanageable for you, repot it 

so it will be able to grow and bloom for you for another 

two or three years without touching its roots. 

 

Don’t repot unless you have a reason to repot.  Each 

time you disturb your plant’s roots, it will go through 

transplant shock and take some period of time to 

recover.  You can minimize the transplant shock by 

repotting just before your plant starts throwing off new 

roots.  You can also help your 

plant recover from transplant 

shock by adding root stimulating 

hormones when repotting.  Some 

people spray seaweed, Superthrive 

or other root stimulants on the 

bareroot plant or add these 

supplements to their 

water/fertilizer mix for the next 

month or so.  I add a protective 

drench of the fungicide Banrot 

plus seaweed after repotting to 

minimize the inevitable damage 

that occurs during the repotting 

process. 
Repot. This Cattleya has new leads 

growing horizontally outside the pot. 

Don’t Repot.  This epicattleya may have lots of aerial 
roots but it can be picked up by the pseudobulbs with no 
wobble.  It has six flower spikes this year, two more than 
last year. 
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A very big thank you to Sue Bottom for giving permission to print her article in our newsletter. 
 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S WRAP 

All on our Show Committee have been working like crazy to make our Show a success. The Publicity team, 
Jean and France, have been busy spreading the word on the media, in florist shops, retirement residences 
etc. Dave, our Co Chair has been working on the floor plan and generally coordinating everything; Saif, our 
volunteer in charge of inviting vendors and societies, has been busy sending out invitations and tabulating 
their requirements; Marcel has been lining up judges and organizing the judge’s lunch. Yours truly has 
ordered the ribbons and trophies and made sure that there are clerks for the Saturday morning judging. 
Anna has sent out invitations to local artists etc. for our Art Gallery; Geraldine and Janet are making trips 
to Cosco for food to feed us all….and so the list goes on. These are just a few of the people who make our 
show a success and the weekend of the show..it will be up to all our members to volunteer a few hours 
and make sure that our visitors leave happy with arm loads of orchids…which will, in turn, make our 
vendors happy! 

Janet Johns 

Editor 

 


