
This month’s meeting...

Sunday, April 19, 2009 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Tired of growing coleus, geraniums, impatiens, marigolds, and petunias in your
backyard. As an orchid aficionado, what you would really like to grow in your
back or front yard is a magnificent colony of Cypripedium candidum or maybe
Cypripedium calceolus or a great big clump of Cypripedium regina but you don’t
know what to do. Well have we got a treat for you! This month’s speaker is
Caroline Constabelle of Planteck Biotechnologies of L'Assomption, Quebec
who will be speaking on “Growing Hardy Orchids in the Garden". We've
learned that there are many native orchids growing in our area. However, many
of these have stringent needs best accommodated in their native habitats. But
there are hardy orchids, artificially propagated, that you CAN grow in your very
own backyard. Come to the April meeting and learn what you can do to have
these beautiful orchids grow in your garden. Pictured below, from left:
Cypripedium candidum, Cypripedium calceolus and Cypripedium regina.

NOTE: There will be no Orchids 101 this month as Marilyn Light will be at
'Orchidofolie' in Québec City putting up the OOS exhibit.

April 25th & 26th - Ottawa Orchid Society’s 28th Annual
Orchid Show at the Nepean Sportsplex.

Don’t forget to tell your friends and others about the biggest and most beautiful
orchid show in north-eastern Ontario. Visit our Society’s website for a show
admission discount coupon and further details on our show.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive

at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
This is an especially hectic period for many in the Society with our upcoming 28th annual orchid show less than 10 days away. If
you have not already volunteered to help with the show, we are still looking for volunteers to assist with a number of functions. If
you have orchid plants you may no longer wish to own, don’t forget that we will have a Members’ Sale Table expressly for OOS
members who may wish to sell plants from their collection. See the newsletter on the Society’s web site regarding what you need
to do to prepare your plants for sale. More importantly, we will need your blooming orchids for the Ottawa Orchid Society display.
Don’t be shy or over critical of your orchid. Many members feel their plants are not good enough to be displayed but experience
has shown that plant owners can be unduly negative. We have had many instances where members had to be coaxed to put a
plant into a Society display and were delightfully astonished when their plant won a 1st place ribbon or a rosette for “Best in
Class”. Bring what you have to the Nepean Sportsplex on Friday (April 24th) where Society members will be working on the OOS
display. There will be members to assist you as to what to do. In the website newsletter there are instructions as to what you
need to do with your orchids before bringing them to the Sportsplex.
Please do follow these instructions and hope to see you on Friday, April
24th with your contribution. One Board member remarked that there are
approximately 130 members in the Society and that it would be nice to see
each person bring at least one blooming orchid for the OOS display. What
a display we would have if this were to happen.

At the March meeting Marilyn Light gave a first class presentation on
growing orchids from seeds. To the many members who asked, “Yes, it
really is as easy as Marilyn described what is involved.” It truly is a
wonderful experience to produce your own cross, especially when the
result is a beautiful flower. On the right is one example of one of Marilyn’s
personal crosses, Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle (Elizabeth Castle x schlimii).
This cross is named in memory of Marilyn’s mother-in-law and the blooms
have the scent of roses. This cross produces blooms sequentially that are
absolutely beautiful. If the subject of propagation is of interest to you, the
Society library has some excellent reference materials on growing orchids
from seed. The book written by Marilyn Light is highly recommended.

A special thanks is extended to the OOS members who have made a
special effort over the past 8 months to making sure that the Ottawa
Orchid Society is represented with a society display at out-of-town orchid
society shows. The winter months especially are hard because of the
distances involved when we have very cold temperatures and
unpredictable road conditions. Nevertheless, since October 2008, the
OOS has participated at six distant shows and will be participating at one
more out-of-town show (Quebec city) this coming weekend. This is a
record number of attendances by the OOS, perhaps the first time that we
have participated at so many shows in one year. It would be wonderful if
we could continue doing so. Perhaps this is something new members can
undertake to do beginning next fall. Have a look during our annual show at
how exhibits are put together and what is involved. The exhibits can be of
simple design or quite elaborate creations, traditional with a generous use
of moss or something quite modern. What exhibits do you find appealing?
How would you do things differently? Do you want to create a “natural”
setting or is this desirable if the orchids come from many different parts of
the world and laboratories. The person responsible for the exhibit decides
what props, if any, are used and how plants are displayed to best
advantage. Do you want to set up your display on a table or on the
ground? Do you want the orchids to be viewed just from the front, or from
two or more sides? Further on in this newsletter (website copy) you will
find pictures of the OOS display at two out-of-town shows put together by
two different teams of OOS members. What do you think of these exhibits?
What would you do if you were setting up the exhibit? Setting up the OOS
exhibit at other orchid societies’ shows is a wonderful way of further
appreciating the world of orchids, meeting new people, seeing new things,
and getting to add new orchids to your collection that you may not normally
find at our show or among our members. Don’t be shy or afraid to getting
involved. You may find the experience very rewarding and enjoyable.

Rick Sobkowicz

Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle (Elizabeth Castle x
schlimii), a cross produced by Marilyn Light. Photo by

Michael MacConaill.

Above, Marilyn Light giving her presentation on
propagating orchids from seed. On the table are the
instruments and materials used by Marilyn to create
some of the beautiful crosses she has made in her
home.
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD

LIBRARY CORNER
Jane Thompson, our current librarian, will be stepping down from her current role as Society librarian at the end of May 2009.
We will require a Society member to take on the role of librarian if we are to continue with a library service. If you would be
interested in taking on these responsibilities, please inform Jane Thompson or one of the other Board members of your
interest. Responsibilities entail holding the Society’s library in your home, bringing books and other items in the Society library
to monthly meetings, purchasing new materials within the limit of the Library budget, and looking after the sign out and return
of books, periodicals, and tapes. As Society librarian, you are a member of the Board of Directors and have input into Board
decisions affecting the Society. This is a fun job, you get to meet and know a lot of the Society members, and if you have
trouble sleeping at nights, you will not find yourself short of reading material.

FOR SALE
Robert St-Jean has a division of Cattleya skinneri 'Heiti Jacobs' FCC/AOS for sale @ $100
(Cdn.) if anyone is still interested. Divisions of this plant sell in the U.S. at $150 (U.S.).

Robert’s e-mail address is Rob.St-Jean@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca / tel. # 819-827-8149 if you wish
to contact him. On right is a photograph of a cluster of flowers of this plant. In the February 2009
Spike, Rob had a photograph of the entire parent plant in full flower. If you are looking for an
orchid that will grow into a beautiful specimen plant, this is an excellent example. The plant
requires intermediate temperatures and blooms in Spring. It requires medium to high levels of
light.

FOR SALE
Brand new and never-installed but ready-to-be-installed K-Lux 150 watts high pressure sodium compact flood light worth
close to $100 but will let go at $35 (negotiable) if someone could use it. If interested, contact Bertrand Daigneault at
819-682-.2993 or by e-mail: brdaigneault@videotron.ca .

FOR SALE
From Joseph DiCiommo (tel.#905-389-9339, e-mail: joseph.diciommo@3web.net): Joe writes to us that at the recent
orchid show held in London, Ontario, he had a Bulb. Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry FCC/AOS which won “Best in Show” and
“Best Specimen Plant” with ~ 20 spikes. Joe has a division of 4 bulbs from another large plant for $30. Also at the
London show, Joe had a Phal. Nobby's Amy which was awarded an HCC/CCM 'DR.DAVID DI CIOMMO' with over 125
mini flowers! He has similar plants available for sale at $25.00. He also as 6” pots of Phal amabilis in bloom with one or
two spikes for $32. Quantities are limited but pre-orders can be placed and Joe will bring your plants with him to the OOS
show.

From left: Bulb. Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry FCC/AOS, Phal amabilis, and Phal. Nobby's Amy 'DR.DAVID DI
CIOMMO' HCC/CCM/AOS. All photos taken by Joe DiCiommo at the London Orchid Society orchid show.
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SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – March. 15th, 2009

Class / judged by Place Plant Name Owned / Grown by
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Epidendrum* (caligarium x self) (was Oerstedella) Helgi Fatovic

2nd Rhynchosophrocattleya Yen Corona 'Green Genie'
AM/AOS*
( was Brassolaeliocattleya)

Angèle Biljan

2nd Guaricyclia* Kyoguchi 'Happy Field' HCC/AOS
(was Epicattleya)

Linda Schopf

3rd Sophrocattleya* Purple Cascade 'Beauty of Perfume'
HCC/AOS
(was Laeliocattleya)

Angèle Biljan

3rd Cattleya schroderae Angèle Biljan
Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

1st Paphiopedilum Berenice Ela Kesik

2nd Paphiopedilum* Helvetia (chamberlainianum x
philippinense)

Janet Johns

2nd Paphiopedilum Delrosi 'Suzy' Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

3rd Paphiopedilum Maudiae Theresa Lafleur
Phragmipedium
judged by André Couture

1st Phragmipedium Memoria Eileen Coyle Marilyn Light

2nd Phragmipedium* Saint Peter (Eric Young x longifolium) Angèle Biljan
Oncidium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Burrageara Nelly Isler (Burrageara Stefan Isler x Miltonia
Kensington)

France Tremblay

2nd Oncidium Riverwood * Angèle Biljan
Dendrobium Aliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Dendrobium Akazukin* 'Jung' Helgi Fatovic

2nd Dendrobium chrysotoxum* Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

2nd Dendrobium Ainsworthii x ? Karim Mattar
3rd Dendrobium antennatum* Lynne Guimond &

Santos Peixe
3rd Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS Margaret Haydon

Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Phalaenopsis no name Janet Lang

2nd Doritaenopsis Brother Chameleon 'DeLeon's Wish' Michael Lum
2nd Phalaenopsis no name France Tremblay
3rd Phalaenopsis Brother Spring Danc France Tremblay
3rd Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Aventurine Sam Chan

Vanda Alliance
judged by André Couture

1st Nakamotoara* Edwin Hausermann (Ascofinetia Peaches x
Vanda cristata)

Terez Paksi

2nd Ascocenda Tavivat 'Sweet Fragrance'(Ascocenda Meda
Arnold x Vanda denisoniana)

Linda Schopf

Miniature
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Microterangis hariotiana Angèle Biljan

Lycaste Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Lycaste cruenta André Couture

Angraecum / Aerangis
judged by André Couture

1st Jumellea arachnantha Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe

Novice
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st Phalaenopsis no name Janet Lang

2nd Rhynchosophrocattleya* Yen Corona 'Green Genie'
AM/AOS**
(was Brassolaeliocattleya)

Janet Lang

3rd Dendrobium kingianum Sam Chan


